Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

November 12, 2013
Draft Minutes

Members Present:  

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter of AAP
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Invited Guests:

Hobron, Rosie, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the September 10, 2013 meeting were approved as written.  
Team members requested Ms. Womble email 2014 meeting dates.

Ms. Womble informed the Team that she had presented to the Southwest Virginia Alliance for Safe Babies meeting in August, the Local Medical Examiner training in September, the Court Appointed Special Advocates/Criminal Justice Act Advisory Committee in November, and would be presenting at the 2013 Carilion Clinic Pediatric Symposium on November 14, 2013.
Dr. Powell informed the Team that direct deposit is now required for reimbursement of travel and parking expenses and paper checks will no longer be issued.  Ms. Womble will send Team members an Electronic Data Interchange Program form, which must be completed by any Team member who requests reimbursement.  Forms are to be completed and returned no later than December 13, 2013.

Team members welcomed Rosie Hobron, who is the new Forensic Epidemiologist in the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  Ms. Hobron attended the meeting to observe the process of child fatality review.

Child Protective Services Update 
Following up on a request from the Team’s prior meeting, Ms. Rita Katzman shared with the Team child fatality data over the past ten years.  The data reflected increasing numbers of cases accepted for investigation, and an increasing number of cases that were founded for abuse or neglect.  Ms. Katzman noted that in many cases, the increase in number of unsafe infant sleep cases taken for investigation accounts for the rise in overall numbers.  Ms. Katzman noted that she would look into the status of pending and appealed cases prior to the Team’s next meeting.
Discussion of Recommendations Process for SIDS/SUID Review

The Team entered confidential session for the purposes of developing and discussing recommendations generated from this review.  

Discussion of Sample Case and Review Process for Poisoning Review
Team members discussed a sample case, focusing on the importance of each record for understanding how and why the child died, how to read each record, risks and protective factors to look for, and services provided to the child and her/his family.  Team members also advised the Coordinator on record collection and organization.

Team members will begin case review at their January meeting.  Ms. Womble will mail four cases out before the meeting, assign two team members to review each case, and create a case summary document to guide Team members through the record summary.
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 10, 2014.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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