Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

September 10, 2013
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia (joined by telephone)

DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Gormley, William, Chief Medical Examiner

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society (joined by telephone)

Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  
Casteel, Tom, Virginia Department of Social Services
Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the July 9, 2013 meeting were approved as written.  
Child Protective Services Update 
Rita Katzman presented the Team with a look at the number of child fatalities investigated by CPS from 2008 to 2013.  She noted that in 2012, CPS investigated the highest number of cases and that the increase could be attributed to CPS accepting increasing numbers of infant sleep-related deaths.  Ms. Katzman agreed to look over the past ten years of data to try and identify when the increase in accepted cases began.
Planning for Next Review

Dr. Virginia Powell discussed the format of the November meeting, at which the Team will together review a single case of child death due to poisoning. The Team will also continue to refine their recommendations for the SIDS/SUID review.
Discussion of Recommendations Process for SIDS/SUID Review

The Team entered confidential session for the purposes of developing and discussing recommendations generated from this review.  
Presentation for Poisoning Review
Dr. Rutherfoord Rose gave a presentation on adolescent substance abuse and trends being seen in the abuse of prescription and designer drugs.  Dr. Rose informed the Team that in 2009, national data indicated that the number of deaths due to poisoning surpassed the number of deaths resulting from a motor vehicle collision.  Heather Board informed the Team that in 2011, this became true in Virginia as well.
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 12, 2013.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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