Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
January 8, 2016

Draft Minutes

Members Present:  

Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Romero, Frank, Southeastern Emergency Equipment
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Sobey, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  

Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice 
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Invited Guests:
Kurtz, Judy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. and went over the agenda for the day.  Most of the meeting was devoted to developing a complete and substantive set of recommendations that addressed premature poisoning deaths to infants, children, and teenagers.  Virginia emphasized the important role that Team members play in drafting recommendations that address challenges and concerns in their agencies and professions, and in advocating for the implementation of recommendations once the Team has reached consensus on their final list of strategies.  

Announcements and Business

Minutes from the November 13, 2015 meeting were approved as written.

Betty Wade Coyle shared that she has been sending/giving baby boxes to women about to be mothers and that this has been well received.  

Rita Katzman and Mary Wilson announced that the Departments of Criminal Justice Services (Children’s Justice Act), Health (Office of the Chief Medical Examiner), and Social Services (Child Protective Services) will again be organizing and sponsoring a two day conference for members of Virginia’s five regional fatality review teams.  The last conference was held in the Spring of 2014, and the next conference will be held on April 20-21, 2016 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center in Staunton, Virginia (http://www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com/).  Speakers and workshops will focus on building teams’ capacities for case review and engaging their communities in prevention activities.  All members of the State Child Fatality Review Team are invited and encouraged to attend the conference.  

Heather Board announced that she participated in and trained via webinar for hospital nursing and nursery staff on the topic of safe sleep.  The principle is that hospital nursing staff can play a critical role in teaching and modeling infant safe sleep practices while newborns and their mothers are in the hospital.  The effort is being organized through the Collaborative Improvement & Innovation Network (CoIIN) to Reduce Infant Mortality, a public-private partnership to reduce infant mortality and improve birth outcomes. In Virginia, this supports the Virginia Department of Health’s Thriving Infants Initiative.  The webinar will educate them about the best practices about safe sleep, explain their role in teaching and modelling safe sleep practices, and provide CME credits for participating.  Findings and insights from the State Child Fatality Review Team’s review of infant sleep related deaths have been helpful and important in crafting the training agenda.  

Poisoning Review:  Discussion and Recommendations

The Team went into confidential session to discuss review findings and themes and to finalize their recommendations.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Team revisited a suggestion from its November, 2015 meeting.  Ms. Jodi Manz, Policy Advisor in the Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Services, recommended that the Team consider sending a letter to Senator Tim Kaine that would alert him to the Team’s finding that federal and state statutes often limit and prohibit the sharing of critical information between agencies and entities.   This lack of communication has been discussed by the Team in many of its reviews and, in its judgement, greatly hinders the ability to respond to at-risk children and their families in timely and effective ways.  The Team unanimously agreed that such a letter should be sent, and requested that Emily Womble take the necessary steps to make this happen.  

The Team had a brief discussion about whether or not the Vision 21 Initiative from the Office of Justice Programs (http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/vision21/) would assist in addressing this problem.  Rita Katzman and Katharine Hunter suggested that it would not.  

The Team spent the remainder of the meeting discussing and sharing recommendations to address poisoning deaths of children.  Emily Womble will collate these recommendations and share them with the Team before the Team’s next meeting.  

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 11, 2016.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
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