Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
January 9, 2015

Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia 
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians 
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Staff:
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the November 18, 2014 meeting were approved as written.  

The Honorable Nancy Parr informed the Team that Governor McAuliffe’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse met in December and is moving forward on issues of interest to the State Child Fatality Review Team as it reviews child deaths due to poisoning, including the supply of naloxone to jurisdictions that choose to use it, diversion and treatment alternatives to incarceration, and the mandated reporting of all overdoses for collection in a database.  Dr. Constance DiAngelo requested that a recommendation be made around physician education of required reporting of all fatal overdoses to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  The Code of Virginia requires in § 32.1-283 that poisoning deaths be reported to the OCME and this is not being done consistently.

Ms. Womble informed the Team that the Team’s recommendation in the Sleep-Related Infant Deaths in Virginia review to amend and re-enact § 32.1-134.01 has been picked up by Delegate David L. Bulova and was prefiled on January 6, 2015 as House Bill 1515.  This recommendation includes safe sleep in the information that mothers receive at maternity discharge.  Delegate Bulova has requested Ms. Womble testify before committee on the Team, the sleep-related infant death review, and the genesis of the recommendation.

Ms. Womble also announced that the Team’s recommendation from the Sleep-Related Infant Deaths in Virginia review regarding the establishment of a workgroup to examine Virginia laws, policy and practice concerning infants/children exposed to a substance-abusing caregiver has moved forward.  The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services had convened the first meeting of that work group.  A few members of the State Child Fatality Review Team also sit on that workgroup and will report the findings to the Team.

Ms. Womble notified the Team that House Bill 1458 was introduced by Delegate O’Bannon, a bill that allows a doctor to prescribe naloxone to a person for administration to another person in the event of an opiate overdose, and allows a person to carry and administer naloxone to someone experiencing an opiate overdose.  The bill also allows emergency medical services personnel and other first responders to possess and administer naloxone according to their own protocol.

Presentation

Mr. Marc Leslie, Virginia Violent Death Reporting System Coordinator, presented data on child suicide in Virginia from 2003-2012.  Data presented was collected by the Virginia Violent Death Reporting System and examined trends in child suicide by comparing rates from two three-year periods: 2003-2005 and 2010-2012.

Confidential Case Review 

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed three cases where a child died from poisoning.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 13, 2015.

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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