Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
November 13, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians 
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice 
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia 
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Romero, Frank, Southeastern Emergency Equipment
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center

Invited Guests:
Kurtz, Judy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Manz, Jodi, Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources
Randall, Melanie, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Rouse, Melanie, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. and went over the agenda for the day.  

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the September 8, 2015 meeting were approved as written.
Katharine Hunter informed the Team that the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services’ Handle with C.A.R.E. Initiative (Coordinating Access, Responding Effectively) has an Opioid Treatment Workgroup looking specifically at this issue. The group is still working, so there is no proposed legislation from this group for the 2016 session that will address substance exposed infants.  Here is a link to this initiative’s past and current work:  http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov/individuals-and-families/substance-abuse/handle-with-care. 
Katharine also announced that the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), in conjunction with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Assistant Secretary of Planning and Evaluation (ASPE), awarded a total of $22.9 million to support states in their efforts to improve behavioral health of their citizens by providing community-based mental and substance use disorder treatment. Virginia has received one of these grants, for approximately $983,000, which includes one year for planning with the hope of establishing behavioral health clinics around the state.  From the website:  “The planning grants will help states strengthen payment for behavioral health services for Medicaid and CHIP beneficiaries, and will help individuals with mental and substance use disorders obtain the health care they need to maintain their health and well-being” said Vikki Wachino, deputy administrator of CMS, and director, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services.”  Here is a link to the website:  http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2015/10/19/hhs-awards-22-million-planning-grants-for-certified-community-behavioral-health-clinics.html.
Rita Katzman and Mary Wilson announced that the Departments of Criminal Justice Services (Children’s Justice Act), Health (Office of the Chief Medical Examiner), and Social Services (Child Protective Services) will again be organizing and sponsoring a two day conference for members of Virginia’s five regional fatality review teams.  The last conference was held in the Spring of 2014, and the next conference will be held on April 20-21, 2016. Speakers and workshops will focus on building teams’ capacities for case review, prevention strategies, and providing strong data back to their communities.  All members of the State Child Fatality Review Team are invited and encouraged to attend the conference.  

Betty Wade Coyle encouraged Team members to read a new novel by Ian McEwan’s titled The Children Act.  

Presentations to Support Team’s Review of Infant, Child and Adolescent Poisoning Deaths

The State Child Fatality Review Team is currently working on recommendations to support data and review findings.  Team members heard and discussed three presentations to support these efforts:  

(1) Virginia Powell provided the Team with an overview of aggregate data trends from their poisoning review, which included 41 poisoning deaths to persons 17 years of age or younger occurring between 2009 and 2013.  Team members discussed implications of these trends and requested additional data analysis and description of the deaths of infants and young children, as well as focused analysis of children and youth who had been involved with substance abuse services.  This latter analysis will assist the Team in understanding how Virginia’s system is responding or failing to respond effectively to substance misuse among youth.
(2) Jodi Manz, Policy Advisor in the Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources and support staff to Governor Terry McAuliffe’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse, provided the Team with an update on the work of this Task Force.  After hearing an overview of the Team’s data and review findings, Jodi provided some guidance to the group on areas for future work and recommendations.
(3) Mellie Randall, Director of Substance Abuse Services at the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, provided Team members with a candid and comprehensive assessment of substance use/misuse services in Virginia.  In so doing, she provided information about key challenges and possibilities for change in that system, noting areas where the Team’s review findings suggested areas for practical intervention and prevention strategies.  
 The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 8, 2016.

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.
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