Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
May 9, 2014

Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Lauber, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 14, 2014 meeting were approved as written.  

Mary Wilson announced that the 2014 Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse conference will be September 23 and 24.  Dr. Rose will be leading a breakout session on adolescent substance use.  Ms. Wilson will send registration information to Ms. Womble for distribution when it becomes available.

Dr. Virginia Powell informed the Team that in response to a recommendation made in their most recent report, Sleep-Related Infant Deaths in Virginia, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner is in the final stages of development for a brochure that will be distributed to law enforcement and Child Protective Services personnel, as well as Commonwealth’s Attorneys.  This tool will contain information on the diagnostic shift as it relates to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, Sudden Unexpected Infant Death, and asphyxia deaths.  The tool will hopefully be completed and ready for distribution very soon.

Dr. Powell also announced Virginia’s likely application for a grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to be a participating state using the Sudden Death in the Young Registry.  The Registry will build upon the SUID Registry currently being used by twelve grantee states and is looking to study unexpected and undetermined deaths in children aged 0 to 19, with a focus on cardiac deaths and deaths associated with epilepsy.  Deaths will be reviewed by a child fatality review team, and deaths meeting certain criteria will be reviewed a second time by a more advanced clinical review team consisting of a forensic pathologist, cardiologist, and epileptologist.

Rita Katzman announced that the newest report from the Family & Children’s Trust Fund of Virginia, Violence at Home, has been released.  Ms. Katzman provided copies of the published report to Team members.  Betty Wade Coyle informed the Team that FACT welcomes feedback about the report.  

Special Presentation

Dr. William Gormley, Chief Medical Examiner, provided a short presentation to the Team on the process of determining manner of death in poisoning cases.  Dr. Gormley identified case elements used by forensic pathologists in their determinations such as scene components, medical history, and home/social life.  Dr. Gormley also educated Team members on and the legal and social consequences associated with their decisions. 

Confidential Case Review 

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed three cases where a child died from poisoning.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 8, 2014.

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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