Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
September 8, 2015

Minutes

Members Present:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover County Community Services Board
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health 
Brintle, Kimberly, Bland County Department of Social Services 
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police 
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians 
Gormley, William, Chair, Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
Katzman, Rita, Virginia Department of Social Services
Pickett, Jessica, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Romero, Frank, Southeastern Emergency Equipment
Rose, Rutherfoord, Virginia Poison Center
Saimre, Maribel, Virginia Department of Education
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Members Absent:  
Blumberg, Michael, Medical Society of Virginia 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Parr, Nancy, Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Chesapeake
Phipps, Deron¸ Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice 
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Staff:
Kurtz, Judy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Womble, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Womble called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the July 14, 2015 meeting were approved with one change.  Mr. Frank Romero informed Ms. Womble that his employer was no longer Richmond Ambulance Authority.  

Katharine Hunter informed the Team that the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Office of Prevention Services performed research with the state of North Carolina to examine adolescent substance abuse trends.  She is awaiting the information from that project and will send to Ms. Womble to distribute to the Team when she receives it.

Ms. Hunter also announced that Virginia received a two-year planning grant to examine young adults aged 16-25 who use substances, and review that data alongside research being performed on diagnoses of first episode of psychosis.

Heather Board informed the Team that she is attending a closed meeting on opioid use being held in southwest Virginia and plans to share with the Team information gathered from that event.

CPS Update

Ms. Rita Katzman presented to the Team the preliminary report of state fiscal year 2014 child fatalities investigated by the Department of Social Services.  The report indicates that 124 reports of child deaths were investigated by a local department of social services during SFY 2014.  Of those 124 investigations, 47 were founded for abuse or neglect, 73 were unfounded, 1 disposition is still pending, and 3 cases are under appeal.  While the number of investigations increased from the previous year, the ratio of founded to unfounded dispositions remained relatively constant.  The Preliminary Report on Child Death Investigations in Virginia During State Fiscal Year 2014 is available on the Child Protective Services Reports and Studies website at: http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/about/reports/children/cps/all_other/2015/Preliminary_Child_Fatality_Report_SFY_2014.pdf. 

Confidential Case Review 

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review and discussion of recommendations.  The Team reviewed five cases where a child died from poisoning and reviewed the preliminary recommendations generated so far.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 13, 2015.

The meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Emily Womble.
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