From: Kinloch Nelson <cmkn43@yahoo.com>
Date: September 29, 2015 at 2:11:01 PM EDT
To: Eva Hardy <evahardy1@gmail.com>
Subject: Hi from Kinloch
Reply-To: Kinloch Nelson <cmkn43@yahoo.com>
  
Dear Eva,
 I have been out of town and out of touch since late spring time. I hope you have had a good summer but I see from the newspaper that it has been full of work.  I am touching based about the COPN regulations. I see the Hospital Association asking that all licensed inpatient hospitals be exempted from the COPN process.  I would hope all licensed hospitals (in-patient or outpatient) would be excluded from the process.
Licensed outpatient hospitals, such as Va. Urology, have an obligation to treat all comers and to provide a level of indigent care. If they do not meet the level of indigent care then they pay into the indigent care fund which is available to in-patient hospitals. 
It should be noted that most “ambulatory surgery centers and endoscopic suites and imaging centers  are unlicensed and  cannot and do not provide care to Medicare or Medicaid patients.  They receive third party reimbursement under a “tray charge” if they are AAAHC or JACHO certified. This has allowed them to evade the COPN and avoid contributing to the indigent care fund as well as denying care to the needy. 
I hope you will remove the COPN regulations from ALL licensed hospitals.
                       Kinloch 
PS: I checked out your reading list on the website. You have had a busy summer. 

