Virginia EHDI Program Advisory Committee Meeting

Friday, December 5, 2008

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Casey Morehouse’s husband has sustained five broken ribs and a collapsed lung after falling off the roof during the Thanksgiving holiday. We wish him a speedy recovery.

Cathy Hess, an interpreter in the Richmond area and in Richmond City Schools, who attended previous VEHDIP meetings, was in a fatal car accident on Thanksgiving. She was hit by a drunk driver. 

On the national and international level, Dr. Mike Kemp passed away last week. He was employed by Gallaudet and received national credit for his trainings in nonverbal communication and ASL linguistics.
Dr. L. Ellwood is the Chair and Dr. B. Strasnick is the Co-Chair of the VEHDIP Advisory Committee.

1. VEHDIP Regulations: S. Tlusty
We would like to thank everyone who participated in the VEHDIP regulations conference call on October 30th. The Virginia Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program (VEHDIP) decided to revise the regulations to be consistent with the 2007 JCIH Position Statement. The revision includes definitions, levels of service, and responsibilities of VDH, hospitals, and audiologists. In the event that you were not able to participate in the conference call and have additional comments or concerns, please contact Susan Tlusty by email at Susan.Tlusty@vdh.virginia.gov or at (804) 864-7686.
2. Standing Updates

Guide By Your Side (GBYS)
Over the last couple of months, the GBYS has gone through a transition period. This transition would not have been possible without the help and dedication of everyone involved. All of the GBYS Family Guides express their most sincere thanks and appreciation to everyone. As we embrace this transition, we are looking forward to working with DOE.
From July to present, GBYS has received 41 new referrals. Of the referrals, 18 are pending (phone contact has been made with all them), 19 have been matched, 2 received phone support by voice relay, and 2 matches declined. GBYS continues to receive applications from parents wanting to become family guides.


Hearing Workgroup

There was a hearing workgroup meeting on October 15th.  It was decided that the workgroup would focus on obtaining funding for GBYS and the HALB. It was also expressed that there is a need for an educational network to address the needs of families and professionals. A plan of action for the development of an educational network will be further explored. 
It was decided that membership would be voluntary, but that there should be certain representation within the group. Representation should include: parents, DOE, DOH, Care Connection for Children, the Partnership for People with Disabilities, pediatricians, audiologists, GBYS, and HALB. It was decided that a parent should chair the workgroup and Regina Craig volunteered to be the chair. Christine Eubanks volunteered to be the co-chair. 
Hearing Aid Loan Bank (HALB)

As of November 30th, the HALB has provided 71 devices to children this year. This is a slight increase from last year. Last year, 63 devices were obtained by children in need. From September 08- November 08, 26 devices have been provided to families in need. To date 213 children have been served. The new hearing aids have been purchased. On average devices are being used 25 weeks; however, it ranges from 2 weeks to 50 weeks. The infant to age 2 represent the majority of children that are using the devices. The majority of users are located in Hampton Roads, Northern Virginia, and Blue Ridge areas. 
Hands and Voices (H&V)
The first educational event for H&V took place on Oct 18th at the Henrico County Fox Hall Subdivision. Dr. Lisa Marshall, Educational Psychologist, spoke on the “Top 10 Ways to Raise a Psychologically Healthy Deaf Child”. It was a great event and enjoyed by all.
VDH

VEHDI received numerous applications for the 3 new VEHDI positions. The positions are Follow-Up Analyst, Quality Improvement Coordinator, and Data Management Coordinator. Interviews are scheduled to start December 15th. We are hoping that when we meet again we will have new team members. 
VEHDIP is still testing VISITS II. Final decisions are being made. User testing has not been announced yet.

Pediatrix Medical Group currently operates in 12 hospitals in Virginia. VEHDIP recently met with the Director of Operations, Regional Vice President, and Regional Manager of Pediatrix to establish and implement a plan of action to make sure that all hospitals that are contracting with Pediatrix are meeting state regulations. Pediatrix and VEHDIP are working together to develop an action plan that will address a variety of issues that include but are not limited to data entry, use of the state surveillance system, and hospital protocols. The goal of this collaborative effort is to have all Pediatrix hospitals operating on this plan by spring of 2009.

EHDI did not experience any budget reductions in the recent state budget cuts.

The sorority that previously expressed interest in either making a time or financial contribution to EHDI has decided to make their contribution to a speech and hearing scholarship.


3.
Proposals


B. Strasnick would like for the group to consider a relationship between 
VEHDIP and CHEAR. CHEAR would represent a vehicle to enhance hearing rehabilitation services throughout Virginia. In North Carolina, the CASTLE program is a similar model which provides resources for coordination of deaf and hard of hearing rehab services throughout NC. B. Strasnick would like to consider fashioning education programs for deaf education using the planned long distance learning programs, develop a larger loaner or donor hearing aid bank, provide scholarships for hearing education services, coordinate rehab programs statewide, and provide new avenues of funding via a public/private partnership. This will be presented in the next meeting.
It has come to the attention of the steering committee that the implementation of the new infrastructure has presented a number of barriers causing a lack of focus and reduction in participation. A revised infrastructure has been requested. The steering committee is also requesting your input to resolve this issue. Please share your comments with G. Jones directly, either by email at Gayle.Jones@vdh.virginia.gov or (804)864-7713. This will be presented at the next meeting in order to establish an infrastructure that increases participation and keeps the Advisory Committee moving forward.  


Next Meeting
February 20th, 2009

Time and Location TBA 
                                    HAPPY HOLIDAYS ! !
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