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Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice

Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services

Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society

Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Guests:
Eves, Deborah, Virginia Department of Social Services
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
Child Protective Services Update:
The Team welcomed Ms. Deborah Eves to the meeting.  Ms. Eves provided the Child Protective Services update to the Team, discussing Virginia’s preparations for its upcoming Child and Family Services Review.   There are several components to the Review:

· The Virginia Department of Social Services (DSS) has completed a self-assessment document which has been submitted to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Children’s Bureau.  Self-assessment covers the areas of safety, permanency, well-being, and system issues related to foster care and adoption.  This draft will be sent back to Virginia with feedback from the Children’s Bureau.  It will be revised and re-submitted, with concerns and suggestions raised used as the basis for Virginia’s Progress Improvement Plan, or PIP.
· In July of this year, three Virginia communities will undergo on-site record and program review:  the Counties of Fairfax and Tazewell and the City of Hampton.  

· Ms. Eves pointed out that Virginia is not likely to pass its review.  Most states do not pass, largely because a state must score 95% on the indices in order to pass.  But the assessment and on-site case reviews will help to shape directions for improvements.

· Where does Virginia lag and where does it excel?  In general, the state has done well with safety planning, in reducing foster care re-entry, in placing siblings together, and in their database tracking of cases.  It is less strong in response times, adoptions, kinship care, and accomplishing monthly visits to homes.  

Betty Wade Coyle encouraged DSS to consider use of post-adoption contact agreements to support and facilitate more adoptions.  Rita Katzman announced that the Department of Social Services is getting ready to publish for comment an extensive regulatory policy change on adoption.  It would require concurrent planning, family decision-making, and early intervention to keep children with their families and out of foster care.  
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the November 14, 2008 meeting were approved as written.
Rita Katzman announced that April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Save the date:  on April 24, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., DSS will host a half-day program at the Richmond Police Training Academy.  Mr. Mark Washington, who heads Georgia’s Division of Family and Children Services’ and who has worked extensively with the Casey Foundation, will provide a keynote speech on prevention.  
Also at this April 24th meeting, Betty Wade Coyle will be presented with an award from the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration on Children, Youth and Families.  Betty Wade is being recognized for her contributions as a child advocate and to the prevention of child abuse and neglect.  Congratulations to Betty Wade.
Virginia Powell announced that Dr. Robin Foster will receive Prevent Child Abuse Virginia’s Champion for Children Award.  The award ceremony will be held at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden on April 1, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Katharine Hunter announced reforms to Virginia’s child welfare system, where the work of family engagement and services has been re-organized and distributed among several state agencies.  Ray Radke is heading this effort in Virginia, which was supported by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.  
Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
At 11:45 the Team divided into four groups to look at case and data trends from its non-caretaker homicide review.  Each group developed its preliminary recommendations, to be discussed and refined at its next meeting.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2009. The Team will continue its work on recommendations to prevent non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
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