Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team
September 7, 2007
Minutes
Members Present:  
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services

Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Rainey, Janet, Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Members Absent:  
Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Funkhouser, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Ricks, Shirley, Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse Services

Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the May 8, 2007 meeting were approved as written.

Virginia Powell updated the Team on the hiring process for a new Team Coordinator.  Although several strong candidates have been identified in three of the four searches, no candidates accepted an offer of employment.  A new search is currently underway.  
Virginia Powell announced that Governor Kaine is currently working on new appointments for the following positions on the State Child Fatality Review Team:  


Commonwealth’s Attorney


Local emergency medical services representative


Local departments of social services


Medical Society of Virginia

Dr. Robin Foster added that the Virginia Pediatric Society is also looking for a representative for the Team.  

Holly Oehrlein announced that the next “Finding Words Virginia” training is scheduled for September 24-28.  Check the following website for additional information: 
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile/cja/findingWords/index.cfm
Holly Oehrlein announced that the next offering of “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” training will be in Williamsburg on October 18 and 19.  See the following website for additional information:  http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/trainingEvents/
Holly Oehrlein announced that the 25th Annual Conference on Crime Victims’ Issues will be held from November 14-14, 2007 in Williamsburg.  The Conference is sponsored by Victims and Witnesses of Crime, Inc.  See the following website for additional information:  www.vanetwork.org
Mark Thatcher announced that Corporal Lee Bailey of the New Kent County Sheriff’s Office has been recognized for his leadership in the area of child safety with a national award.  The New Kent County Sheriff’s Office is rated among the top in the nation for its child safety efforts.
Rita Katzman announced that unexpected shortfalls in state revenue is leading to budget cuts, hiring freezes, and limitations on out-of-state travel in state agencies.

Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman provided team members with a copy and summary comments on the Virginia Department of Social Services’ 2007 report on child deaths, “Report on Child Deaths Due to Abuse or Neglect in Virginia during Fiscal Year 2006.”   Ms. Katzman emphasized the following findings:  
· Fifty-five child deaths were investigated for child maltreatment.  Of these, 29 were founded cases, 24 were unfounded, and two are currently under appeal.  The number of founded cases of child maltreatment dropped after 2000, but has remained fairly stable since that time.  

· The largest percentage of deaths occurred in the Tidewater region of the state.  

· Infants continue to be most vulnerable to child maltreatment.  Of the 29 founded cases for maltreatment, 19 were infants.

· More White children died from child maltreatment than Black or Hispanic children. 
· Males were the victims of child maltreatment more than females.  

· Caretakers were most frequently the biological, adoptive, or step parents of the children.  Five of the caretakers were out of family providers, including one residential facility staff and four unlicensed babysitters.  

· Twenty-four of the 42 perpetrators were between the ages of 20 and 29, a pattern that is also reflected in national trends and in state data.

· Nine children and/or their families were known to the child welfare system before the child’s death.  

Betty Wade Coyle commented on the need to train parents to screen child care workers and for training for persons who take care of children with special needs.

Ed Holmes wondered how the findings in this report might relate to the availability of foster care homes in the Commonwealth.  
Confidential Case Review:

At 11:15 a.m., Betty Wade Coyle made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The motion was seconded by Wendy Gunther.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 9, 2007.  The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
2
1

