Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

January 8, 2008 
Minutes
Members Present:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue
Members Absent:  

Bryant, Sandra O., Central Virginia Community Services Board
Oehrlein, Holly, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Suyes, Kathryn Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the November 9, 2007 meeting were approved as written.

Team members welcomed two new members: Regina M. Milteer, MD, with the Fairfax County Department of Health, representing the Virginia Pediatric Society; as well as their new Chair, Leah L.E. Bush, MD, who became the Chief Medical Examiner on January 1, 2008.
Virginia Powell announced that Holly Oehrlein is expected to return to the Team for the March 14 meeting.  She is currently on maternity leave.
Kathryn Suyes discussed Conflict of Interest training and the need for Team members to complete the training module.  Online information was distributed to each member.

Virginia Powell announced that the seat on the Team filled by a local Commonwealth’s Attorney is still vacant.  She has been in contact with the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and is waiting to hear back with word of an appointment.

Virginia Powell announced that the OCME Fatality Review and Surveillance Unit is moving to a new building, Biotech 8, later this year.  The next meeting of the Child Fatality Review Team, scheduled for March 14, 2008, will still be held at the Central Office.  

General Assembly Updates:
Betty Wade Coyle and Robin Foster discussed with the Team SB 228, which would add EMS personnel to the list of mandatory reporters of child abuse/child neglect.  The bill has the support of the Office of Emergency Medical Services.  

Heather Board discussed HB 225, which exempts children being transported in minibuses and certain vans from child restraint requirements, namely booster seats, provided that those who are transported in vans are using safety belts. She added that the DMV does not support the bill.  She also added that if the bill becomes law, Virginia would not be in compliance with National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommendations and would lose incentive funding from that agency.
Virginia Powell discussed HB 251 establishing an Adult Fatality Review Team within the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  The AFRT would review suspicious deaths of, among others, individuals who were subjects of an adult protective services investigation.
Wanda Willis discussed an article she read in the January 2008 issue of Commonwealth Chief, a quarterly magazine published by the Virginia Fire Chiefs Association, concerning self-extinguishing cigarettes, also known as fire-safe cigarettes. Fire-safe cigarettes are designed to extinguish quickly when not being used, meaning the user will have to keep inhaling the cigarette so that it will not go out. There is a bill being introduced in this year’s General Assembly which would prohibit the manufacture or sale of cigarettes in Virginia that are not fire-safe.  It was noted that cigarettes are still the number one cause of deaths due to house fires in the United States.  Enactment of this legislation could reduce the number of home fire fatalities in Virginia.  Philip Morris supports this bill.
Child Protective Services Update:
At the November 9, 2007 meeting Rita Katzman reported an increase in recorded deaths this fiscal year (which began July 1) due to child abuse and neglect when compared to previous years. Today she gave an update to her previous report, stating that those numbers have evened out some since the last meeting.  Ms. Katzman provided team members with a report, Trends in Child Deaths due to Abuse and Neglect. Child deaths spanning the past six years were examined by region, month when death occurred, age of decedent child, and race of decedent child. While the number of cases reported to Child Protective Services fluctuates from year to year, the number of cases deemed “founded” has remained constant since 2001.  
Confidential Case Review:
At 10:30 AM William Carr made a motion that the team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Mark Thatcher.  The team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 14, 2008.  The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Kathryn Suyes
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