Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

May 09, 2008 
Minutes
Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue
Members Absent:  

Bryant, Sandra, Central Virginia Community Services Board
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Suyes, Kathryn Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Kathryn Suyes called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 14, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Team members welcomed guest Seema Zeya, who is the countywide Domestic Violence Coordinator for Fairfax County.  Fairfax County is in the process of starting a local fatality review team on domestic violence, and Ms. Zeya attended to observe the process of fatality review.
Laurel Marks announced that the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) will be holding two training sessions in the upcoming weeks: “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” will take place next week, May 15-16, 2008 at the Holiday Inn Select Koger South Conference Center in Chesterfield; and “Finding Words,” which is close to being confirmed for July 21-25, 2008 at Virginia Commonwealth University.  The objective of “Finding Words” is to teach participants how to conduct interviews with suspected child abuse victims.  More information on these conferences can be found on the DCJS website at http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile.
Kathryn Suyes distributed to Team members a list of proposed meeting dates for 2009, and requested that the dates be finalized by the July 8, 2008 meeting.  The proposed dates for 2009 are: Friday, January 9; Friday, March 13; Friday, May 8; Tuesday, July 7; Friday, September 11; and Friday, November 13.
Kathryn Suyes announced that the next meeting of the Child Fatality Review Team, scheduled for July 8, 2008, will take place at the OCME Fatality Review and Surveillance Unit’s new office located at 737 North Fifth St., Suite 301, across the street from the present location. 

Virginia Powell announced that Sandra Bryant, who represents local community services boards on the Team, has announced her resignation.
Virginia Powell distributed copies of Violent Death in Virginia: A Report from the Virginia Violent Death Reporting System, published last month by the OCME’s Surveillance Unit.  The report contains a section on child violent death, beginning on page 37.  A copy of that report may be found online at: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/medExam/NVDRS.htm#reports.
Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman discussed a recently published report from the Children’s Advocacy Institute and First Star entitled “State Secrecy and Child Deaths in the United States.”  The report evaluated statewide public disclosure practices about child abuse or neglect fatalities and near fatalities (pursuant to requirements set forth by the federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act), and assigned a grade to each state according to their degree of openness regarding the release of such information.   Virginia received a grade of C-, in part because the state’s disclosure policy is permissive and not mandatory.  Virginia statute allows CPS records pertaining to a fatality or near fatality to be released to those with a legitimate interest in receiving those records, provided  the release of records is in the best interests of the child.  Ms. Katzman described the types of records that may be released, and emphasized that in Virginia the decision to disclose information is made on a case by case basis.
Rita Katzman announced that this year CAPTA (as administered by the federal Department of Health and Human Services) is requiring annual updates from each of Virginia’s three citizen review panels in order to ensure that the state is meeting its goal of protecting children from abuse and neglect.  As one of the three citizen review panels, the State Child Fatality Review Team must submit an update.  Ms. Katzman passed around a preliminary report summarizing the Team’s activities and recommendations over the previous year, which was then discussed and approved by the Team.
Consensus Training
Virginia Powell provided Team members with training and handouts on consensus decision making. Specifically, Team members learned the advantages of consensus over voting when determining preventability and formulating recommendations during fatality review.  Team members also reviewed steps to take when building consensus as well as levels of consensus which can be determined on a decision. The Team adopted the consensus model of decision making.
Confidential Case Review:
At 11:10 AM Mark Thatcher made a motion that the team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Neil Sonenklar.  The team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 8, 2008. The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 PM.
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