Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

July 08, 2008
Minutes
Members Present:  

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue
Members Absent:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Suyes, Kathryn Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Guests:

Meg Norling, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Kathryn Suyes called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. 

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the May 9, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Team members welcomed guest Meg Norling, RN, who is the local Domestic Violence Fatality Review Coordinator for the OCME.  Ms. Norling is currently editing a resource manual on fatality review and attended to observe the child fatality review process.

Team members confirmed meeting dates for 2009.  The State Child Fatality Review Team will meet on: Friday, January 9; Friday, March 13; Friday, May 8; Tuesday, July 7; Friday, September 11; and Friday, November 13, 2009.
Kathryn Suyes announced that the Team’s report on Motor Vehicle Deaths to Children in 2002 is being finalized and will be published ahead of the opening of the General Assembly in January.  Betty Wade Coyle suggested that the report also be publicized at the beginning of next summer.
Kathryn Suyes updated the Team on the progress of the team’s review of Non-Caretaker Homicides of children in Virginia, 2003-2004.  The Team has fourteen cases left to review.  If seven are reviewed today and seven are reviewed in September, the Team will enter the recommendation phase of its review by the November 14 meeting and will be close to completing the review.  
Ms. Suyes asked the Team for suggestions for future reviews and was given the following responses: 1) SIDS deaths of children up to age one year 2) Any sudden or unintentional deaths to children less than one year of age not from traumatic injury or violence  3) Deaths related to neglect or lack of supervision, regardless of cause and manner 4) Suicide and 5) Drownings. She will research the topics and report back to the Team at the next meeting. 
Wanda Willis mentioned a book that may be of interest to Team members entitled "The Unthinkable - Who Survives When Disaster Strikes - And Why" by Amanda Ripley. The book discusses how people survive and- do not survive- disasters.
Wanda Willis announced a community fire prevention project involving the Harrisonburg Fire Department. The fire department will be going to homes in the community tomorrow evening, July 9, 2008 to check for properly functioning smoke detectors, install free smoke detectors in residences without one, and to give away free pizza. 

Wendy Gunther announced that the Tidewater Office of the Chief Medical Examiner has partnered with the Virginia Beach Police Department to put together a presentation on why it is important to bring a doll to a death scene involving an infant, for the purposes of reenacting the fatal event.  Anyone interested in the presentation should contact Dr. Gunther.

Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman presented the “Report on Child Deaths due to abuse or Neglect in Virginia During Fiscal Year 2007,” prepared by the Child Protective Services Program at the Department of Social Services (DSS).  Fiscal year 2007 started on July 1, 2006 until June 30, 2007.  During FY 2007, DSS investigated sixty deaths; of those, 29 were founded for child abuse or neglect.  Although the highest number of cases were in the Tidewater DSS Region, the highest rate of occurrence was in the Western Region; the lowest rate occurred in the Northern Region.  The children who died as a result of child abuse or neglect ranged in age from birth to age 15; of these, 15 were between the ages of birth and one year.  (In FY 2006, there were also 29 founded cases of child death due to abuse or neglect, and 19 of these were under the age of one year.)
In FY 2007, 24 children died as a result of at least one type of neglect. Of these, 13 children (54.1%) were determined to have died due to lack of supervision.   Five died (20.8%) from medical neglect.  Among abuse cases, 13 children died as a result of at least one type of abuse, including blunt force trauma, stabbing and asphyxiation.  One child died from having been shaken (also known as inflicted brain trauma).  The report will soon be available on the web at www.dss.virginia.gov 
For FY 2008 that just ended June 30, there have already been 83 reported deaths, with 25 founded for abuse or neglect; 25 unfounded; 29 still pending and two on appeal.  Two were determined to be invalid.  The report for FY 2008 will be completed by early 2009.
Confidential Case Review:
At 11:15 AM Betty Wade Coyle made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Neil Sonenklar.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 12, 2008. The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 PM.
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