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Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

September 12, 2008
Minutes
Members Present:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians

Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Substance Abuse Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department
Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department

Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue
Members Absent:  

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Staff:

Suyes, Kathryn Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Kavanaugh, Victoria Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Kathryn Suyes called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 

Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the July 8, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Heather Board announced that September 21-27, 2008 is Child Passenger Safety Week in Virginia. The Virginia Department of Health will be placing ads in media outlets throughout the state, including television, radio, billboards and on public transportation, encouraging parents of children age 0-16 to use the proper restraint system for the size and age of their child every time the child travels in a motor vehicle.  More information, including instructional videos for parents, will be available on the Division of Injury and Violence Prevention website at http://www.vahealth.org/civp/safetyseat/index.asp.  
Laurel Marks announced that the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) will be holding a training session on October 23-24, 2008 in Portsmouth entitled “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse.”  More information can be found on the DCJS website at http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile.

Confidential Case Review:
At 10:25 AM Wanda Willis made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The motion was seconded by Nick Wooten.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

Child Protective Services Update:
At 11:45 AM Wendy Gunther made a motion that the Team go into open session for an update on Child Protective Services.  The move was seconded by Nick Wooten.  

Rita Katzman distributed to the Team copies of proposed regulations pertaining to Child Protective Services that became effective March 1 of this year, and which were also discussed at the March 14, 2008 Team meeting.  Public comment on the regulations is being accepted until October 17, 2008.  Ms. Katzman reviewed with the Team changes to the current regulations, which reflect legislation passed by the 2007 General Assembly commonly referred to as “Abraham’s Law.”  Members of the general public are encouraged to submit comments on the proposed regulations in writing to the Department of Social Services.  
Additional Announcements:
Wayne Barry distributed to the Team copies of  the Family Life Standards of Learning (SOL) and (pending final approval by the Board of Education) the Health Education Standards of Learning for Virginia Public Schools.  Mr. Barry noted that mental health and substance use education are included in these SOLs,  which should be reflected in the curriculum of every public school system in the state. 

Robin Foster announced that the Richmond Midnight Basketball League (RMBL) is holding a sports clinic and fundraiser on September 20, 2008.  The sports clinic, featuring current and former professional athletes in both basketball and track and field, will be held at St. Christopher’s School in Richmond between 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m. The fundraiser will be held in the evening at the Science Museum in Richmond.  The RMBL provides organized recreational and educational activities for at-risk youth and young adults. More information is available online at: http://www.richmondmbl.org.      
Confidential Case Review:
At 1:11 PM Betty Wade Coyle made a motion that the Team return to closed session for confidential case review.  The move was seconded by Wanda Willis.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.

The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 14, 2008. The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Kathryn Suyes
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