Draft

Minutes

Radiation Advisory Board Meeting

May 6, 2009
Perimeter Center, Conference Center, Board Room 1
9960 Mayland Drive
Richmond, VA 
Members Present: Lee S. Anthony, Sr., Ph.D., Joyce O. Hawkins, Drexel Nelson Harris, and Edway R. Johnson

Members Absent: Andrew C. Boone, Jr., Panos P. Fatouros, Ph.D., Mary Ann Turner, M.D. James R. Thornton, Ted Sherwin, D.D.S., and Rand S. Wachsstock, D.M.V.

Ex Officio Members Present: Diane Helentjaris, M.D., Acting Director, Office of Epidemiology representing, Karen Remley, M.D., M.B.A., FAAP, State Health Commissioner;  C. Ray Davenport, Commissioner, Department of Labor and Industry; John Beers, representing Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and Richard Weeks, representing Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Staff Present: Leslie P. Foldesi, Director, Division of Radiological Health Program; Mike Welling, Charles Coleman, Leo Meire, Beth Schilke, Kim Gilliams and James deKrafft, Division of Radiological Health Program, Ron Graham from Department of Labor and Industry, Leslie Romanchik from DEQ 
Guests Present: Chris Kenney and Terry Eastman
Call to Order 
Dr. Helentjaris called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. All attendees present were acknowledged with a brief introduction. 

Dr. Helentjaris asked if there were any additional items to be included on the agenda as presented; none was added, and the agenda was approved.   The meeting moved the motion for approval of the minutes for the November 12, 2008 meeting.  The minutes were approved as presented.
Report from the Chair

Dr. Helentjaris introduced herself to the Advisory Board as the Acting Director of the Office of Epidemiology.  She announced Dr. Carl Armstrong’s passing in March. A brief overview of the impact of the budget reductions on the Division of Radiological Health was provided.  There is a 15 percent reduction in general funds for State Fiscal Year 2009 and in State Fiscal Year 2010 the Indoor Radon Program is eliminated on June 30, 2009 accompanied by a loss of approximately $34,000 in general funds. The X-ray program will become self sufficient  this fiscal year from revenue generated from the registration fees.  Since Virginia is now an Agreement State, the radioactive materials program will be funded entirely from licensing fees.

Report from the Division of Radiological Health, VDH- Leslie Foldesi, Division Director

Les Foldesi provided an overview of the Division’s activities, specifically X-ray Machine Program, Environmental Monitoring, emergency preparedness, low-level radioactive waste and uranium mining in Virginia.

Ed Johnson asked about the status of the Low-level radioactive waste study and was informed that it is still pending. He also asked if the Southeast compact had inquired whether the Compact may have access to the new Texas low-level radioactive waste site.  Given the political sensitivities within Texas, the Southeast Compact felt it would be prudent not to ask until after the site has opened.

Old Business
There were no old business brought before the meeting. 

Update on NRC Agreement State Status- 

Mike Welling, Director, Radioactive Materials Program

Division of Radiological Health

Mike welling gave an overview of getting the agreement signed and the receipt of the NRC records.

Edway Johnson asked whether the fees are dedicated for the program and was informed that a special trust fund was created for the licensing fees.  The fees are dedicated to support the radioactive materials program. 
New Business

Lee Anthony made a motion and Ed Johnson second that a document be generated citing the contributions Carl Armstrong made and presented to his family. Motion passed.

Lee Anthony made a motion and second by Ed Johnson that With respect to the mining of uranium in Virginia that VDH consider the need for monitoring the following in the environment:

· Well water

· Streams

· Ambient environmental monitoring

Ed Johnson also suggested that it is also important that the ground water standards are enforced.

Lee Anthony made a motion and Ed Johnson second that the Division of Radiological Health staff are recognized for the work on becoming an Agreement State by the Board of Health.  Motion passed.

There was a comment that the staff did a good job with the regional meetings for the radioactive materials licensees. Lee Anthony suggested that the staff maintain a running list of interpretations of the regulations particularly those related to X-ray machines and provide the list to the users.
A question was put forward  now that the Agreement State project has been completed what next for the Radiation Advisory Board?.

Les Foldesi suggested they work on those items outstanding in the peer review that was conducted in 2001 and follow up with Dominion on the proposed legislation for funding environmental monitoring of the nuclear power stations.
Ed Johnson suggested that the Low-level Waste issue is of concern.

Lee Anthony suggested that the new regulations are causing a concern with users and communications need to improve between the Division and registrants/licensees.

Drexel Harris suggested Low-level waste and uranium mining are the two top topics that the Advisory Board should follow and he had concern whether VDH and adequate resources for management.

Dr. Helentjaris suggested that the Advisory Board members provide feedback on the top one or two issues that VDH should work on and send them to Les Foldesi.
Opportunity for Public comments

Terry Eastman presented his concerns regarding the necessity of ensuring medical facilities have a technique chart for each X-ray projection that the facility uses.  He asked whether his three suggestions to address his concerns were implemented:

1- Ensure that registrants are aware of the regulation (12VAC5-481-1590).
2- A survey form is provided to aid inspectors to ensure that registrants are in
compliance.
3- Ensure that inspectors understand that their activities now include the monitoring of X-Ray Technique Charts.

Next meeting

Dr Helentjaris asked the Board whether they would like to meet annually or twice. The consensus was that they should continue to meet twice a year.   The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday November 4, 2009.

Adjournment at 11:30 am followed by serving cake in celebration of Virginia becoming the 36th Agreement State
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