Virginia Emergency Operations Center

December Winter Storm
Conference Call Minutes

December 14, 2007
State Agencies of Conference Call and 1300 Hours
National Weather Service (NWS) Blacksburg:  If you want to know specifics regarding ice accumulations in your locality, go to their website at http://www.erh.noaa.gov/rnk/emer/emer.php.  Storm system will be coming from the west, drawing up moisture; precipitation will begin Saturday afternoon with temperatures at or above freezing.  Elevated areas will be at or below freezing; there is concern particularly along the Blue Ridge Parkway.  The greatest accumulations of precipitation will occur from sunset Saturday through 1 or 2 a.m. Sunday with 1/4” ice accretion.  Bath, Alleghany, Rockbridge and Highland Counties may have the most ice accretion with the possibility of 1/3”.  A surge of warmer air after 2 a.m. will push temperatures above freezing.  On Sunday, a front will come in from the northwest bringing high winds that will be sustained between 25 and 35 mph and gusts up to 40 mph.  Power lines with ice accumulations from Saturday night may be at risk.  There is a Winter Storm Watch along the Blue Ridge and higher elevations.
National Weather Service (NWS) Sterling:  The northern portions of the forecast area, especially Augusta County and City of Charlottesville, will see snow or sleet beginning Saturday afternoon and will spread into Northern Virginia by Saturday evening.  Temperatures for this forecast will be critical.  There will be warm air aloft which will change the snow into sleet or freezing rain.  The maximum precipitation will occur overnight Saturday into Sunday and winding down by Sunday midday.  There is a threat of ice, sleet or snow along Skyline Drive and in the higher elevations.  The ice accretion maximum should be 1/4”.  Northern Virginia west of I-95 and east of I-81 will turn to all rain Sunday morning before it ends.  Rain should be east of the Appalachians and snow, sleet or freezing rain should remain west of the Appalachians.   Westerly winds kick in Sunday afternoon with gusts up to 40 mph.  Temperatures on Sunday will be marginally above or at freezing, will drop below freezing Sunday night, and be above freezing Monday.
National Weather Service (NWS) Wakefield:  Cold air will be mainly west of Fluvanna and Louisa Counties only.  Temperatures should be above freezing elsewhere.  For the forecast area, this should mainly be a rain event.  The event may start with a little sleet west of I-95.  Temperatures will drop below freezing Sunday evening and winds will begin with gusts between 35-45 mph.  Expect the winds to pick up as the precipitation dies down.
State Agency Roll Call:
	Present
	Agency/Comments

	X
	VDOT - When should the freezing rain start? Maybe after 1-2 p.m.; What are the rainfall amounts expected?  +1”; Is there any expectation of stream flooding? No;   What is the expectation for the Bristol area? The far west will be mostly rain.  Due to the high winds and moisture, Sunday may possibly bring snow accumulations from 1-1½ ”.  VDOT sent out weather advisories and will be going 24 hours as of 9 p.m. tonight.  They will also conduct an internal conference call this afternoon.  

	X
	VDACS - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	
	DOAv – 

	X
	DCR - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	DOC - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	DEQ -   No questions.  Monitoring.  Will share with regional offices.

	X
	DFP - No questions.  Monitoring.  Will share with division offices.

	X
	DOF - No questions.  Monitoring.  Will share with regional offices.

	X
	DGIF   -  No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	DGS  -  No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	VDH  -  No questions.  Alerts to hospitals and health care community.

	X
	DHRM -   No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	DMHMRSAS - No questions.  Monitoring.  Will share with facilities.

	X
	DMME -  No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	DMV -   No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	VANG - Operational 24/7.  Issued warning order and are on standby to support.

	
	DRPT -   

	X
	DSS - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	SCC - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	VSP - Monitoring and divisions west of I-95 will be placed on heightened alert.

	X
	VITA - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	X
	VMRC - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	
	VPA -   

	
	VA VOAD - 

	X
	ARC - No questions.  Monitoring.  No actions taken.

	
	LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE -

	
	FORT EUSTIS – 

	
	NORFOLK NAVAL BASE -

	
	US COAST GUARD 

	
	FORT LEE – 

	
	FORT MONROE – 

	
	NE INSTALLATION MGMT AGENCY -

	X
	DOMINION VIRGINIA POWER - Storm centers will be opened early Sunday.  Offices along the I-81 corridor will have support.  

	X
	SPS - No questions.  

	X
	OCP - No questions.  

	
	

	X
	State Coordinator – Michael Cline – What is the maximum accumulation of ice? Blacksburg NWS said the southern Shenandoah Valley will receive between 1/4 and 1/3 of an inch.  Sterling NWS said the northern Shenandoah Valley will receive between 1/4 and 1/3 of an inch.

	
	Deputy State Coordinator – Janet Clements -

	X
	Deputy State Coordinator – Jim Keck - No questions.  

	
	LSS Director – Gordon Barwell - 

	X
	VDEM PAO - No questions.  

	
	

	
	Region I

	
	Region II – 

	X
	Region III - No questions.  

	
	Region IV

	
	Region V

	X
	Region VI - No questions.  

	
	Region VII

	
	

	X
	Trade Court - No questions.  

	X
	VEOC – Mike Gray, Plans Chief: How long should the winds last?  For Blacksburg, winds will diminish by Sunday evening, but it will still be quite gusty.  For Sterling, winds will continue overnight Sunday, diminish 2 a.m. into daybreak Monday.

	X
	VEOC – Michael Nelson, Operations Director: We are monitoring the storm and we may have a conference call on Saturday.

	X
	VEOC – Brett, Burdick, VERT Coordinator: No questions.


