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Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the November 17, 2006 meeting were approved as written.
· Virginia Powell updated the Team on the hiring process for a new Team Coordinator.   Interviews are scheduled for late March, with hopes of having the new Coordinator hired by late April.
· Holly Oehrlein announced that the next “Finding Words Virginia” training will be held in Richmond from April 2 to 6, 2007.  This training event is full.  Two other Finding Words training events will be held in 2007:  one from June 18-22 and the other from September 24-28.  Check the following website for additional information:  http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile/cja/findingWords/index.cfm
· Holly Oehrlein announced that that next offering of Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse training will be in Richmond on May 3 and 4.  See the following website for additional information:  

http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/trainingEvents/iipca/2007Spring.cfm
· Wanda Willis reminded Team members that Daylight Savings Time is a good time to change batteries in all smoke detectors.  Smoke detectors are usually available free of charge through local fire departments. Wanda also noted that 10 year batteries are now available.  
· Dave Edwards announced that he has left Richmond Ambulance Authority and is now working as an independent contractor.  
· Virginia Powell announced that Mike McGinty was appointed to the bench as a general district court judge in the Ninth Judicial District.  His appointment is effective July 1, 2007.  
· Virginia Powell announced the retirement of Dr. Marcella F. Fierro as Chief Medical Examiner.  Dr. Fierro will retire from the Virginia Department of Health on December 31, 2007.  Dr. Fierro has been instrumental in child fatality review efforts in Virginia.  
Child Protective Services Update:

Rita Katzman updated the Team on child protective services legislation relevant to the State Child Fatality Review.  Rita went over bills related to children’s legal rights to make decisions about their own medical care.  Described as “Abraham’s law,” social workers, health care providers and children’s advocates in Virginia have voiced concerns about this bill.  Suzanne Starling has received inquiries from concerned colleagues outside of Virginia.  The American Academy of Pediatrics has made suggestions to improve the legislation should it move forward, but has also asked Governor Kaine to veto the bill.  
Betty Wade Coyle announced that legislation had passed that would expand the Team’s ability to review child death records.  Effective July 1, 2007, the State Child Fatality Review Team will be able to review pre-sentence reports for all persons convicted of a crime that led to the death of a child. 
Team members also announced that:  (1) a new booster seat law was passed, which increased the maximum age for which children are required to be in a booster seat from 6 to 8; (2) a law on leaving children unattended in cars was not passed; and (3) legislation banning the use of cell phones by teenagers had also passed.

Confidential Case Review:
At 10:35 a.m., Suzanne Starling made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The motion was seconded by Mike McGinty.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May, 8, 2007.  The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children and receive further training on record review.
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell
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