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Staff:
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
Announcements and Business:
Minutes from the March 9, 2007 meeting were approved as written.

Team members welcomed Mr. Ed Holmes, who is joining the Team as a special advisor for its non-caretaker homicide review.  Mr. Holmes represents the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice.

Virginia Powell announced that Dr. James Evans from the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services (DMHMRSAS) has resigned his position on the Team.  Shirley Ricks, who is the Director of the Office of Child and Family Services at DMHMRSAS, will rejoin the Team as the DMHMRSAS representative.  Ms. Ricks was a member of the Team from March to December of 2005.
The Team’s July 13, 2007 meeting has been cancelled.  Its September 2007 meeting has been changed from Friday, September 14 to Friday, September 7.  

Team members thanked Mr. Mike McGinty for his service to the Team and wished him well as a general district court judge.  Mike was appointed to the bench as a general district court judge in the Ninth Judicial District.  His appointment is effective July 1, 2007.  

Virginia Powell updated the Team on the hiring process for a new Team Coordinator.  Interviews were completed in late April and identified two potential candidates.  Each of these candidates withdrew their application.  A new search will soon be underway.  Betty Wade Coyle asked to receive an electronic copy of the job advertisement. 
Holly Oehrlein announced that the next “Finding Words Virginia” training, scheduled for June 18-22, is full.  One other Finding Words training event will be held from September 24-28.  Check the following website for additional information: 
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/juvenile/cja/findingWords/index.cfm
Holly Oehrlein announced that the next offering of “Improving Investigation and Prosecution of Child Abuse” training will be in Williamsburg on October 18 and 19.  See the following website for additional information:  http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/trainingEvents/
Holly Oehrlein announced the offering of “Through a Child’s Eyes:  Closed Circuit and Recorded Statements” in Arlington on August 23-24.  See the following website for additional information:   http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/trainingEvents/juvenile/tace/tace.cfm
Heather Funkhouser reminded Team members that significant changes to Virginia’s safety and booster seat laws will take effect on July 1, 2007.  The changes include:  (1) An increase in the age at which children must be secured in a booster seat from five up to age eight.  This change brings Virginia in compliance with federal guidelines. (2) Rear-facing child restraint devices must now be placed in the back seat of a vehicle. If the vehicle does not have a back seat, the child restraint device can be placed in the front passenger seat if the vehicle is either (a) not equipped with a passenger side airbag or (b) the passenger side airbag has been deactivated. (3) Removes the exemption that children can be unrestrained in cargo areas of vehicles.  
Child Protective Services Update:

Rita Katzman distributed and briefly summarized a new publication from the Virginia Department of Social Services entitled “A Guide for Mandated Reporters in Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect.”  Additional copies are available at the following website:   http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/cps/mandated_reporter_information/mandatedreporterbooklet3-07.pdf.  Through Virginia Institute for Social Services Training Activities (VISSTA) at Virginia Commonwealth University, the Department is working to develop an on-line curriculum on mandated reporting of child abuse and neglect.   
Ms. Katzman presented Dr. Marcella Fierro with an award from the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration on Children, Youth and Families.  Dr. Fierro was recognized for her contributions to the prevention of child abuse and neglect through her visionary work as Virginia’s Chief Medical Examiner and as Chair of the State Child Fatality Review Team.  
Confidential Case Review:

At 11:15 a.m., Betty Wade Coyle made a motion that the Team go into closed session for confidential case review.  The motion was seconded by Mike McGinty.  The Team continued its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.  Team members reviewed one case to understand and discuss the contents of child death records and to make recommendations for improved collection of records and preparation of cases for Team review.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 7, 2007.  The Team will continue its review of non-caretaker homicide deaths to children.
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
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