Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

May 14, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 

Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Peanort, Tamisha, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department
Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover Community Services

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Invited Guests:
Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Harris, Victoria, Virginia Department of Health

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
The Team welcomed two new members:  Dr. Constance DiAngelo is an Assistant Chief Medical Examiner in the Northern District of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME).  Dr. DiAngelo worked as a Deputy Medical Examiner at the Washington DC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner prior to joining the OCME.  Tamisha Peanort joins the Team as representative for the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Department (DCJS).  Ms. Peanort is the Children’s Justice Act Coordinator at DCJS.  The Team also welcomed Victoria Harris, grant administrator for the OCME, as a guest to the meeting.
The Team said good-bye to three team members – Dr. Wendy Gunther, Laurel Marks, and Terri Newman - who will be greatly missed by their child death review colleagues for their wit, analytical capacity, and advocacy for children.  
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 12, 2010 meeting were approved as written.  
Wayne Barry announced that Patricia Wright was re-appointed as Virginia’s Superintendent of Education by Governor McDonnell.  Dr. Karen Remley was also re-appointed as Health Commissioner.     
Rita Katzman announced that the General Assembly passed and Governor McDonnell signed into law legislation that requires the Virginia Department of Social Services to provide information about shaken baby syndrome, which shall be made available to caretakers in both printable and electronic formats on the Department’s website.  Anecdotally, it appears that the number of injuries related to this abusive head trauma is on the rise in the western area of Virginia.  Dr. Gunther pointed out that many if not most shaking injuries are not fatal, resulting instead in significant and long-term cognitive impairments.  
Kathleen Moline announced that the collaborative training by the Division of Injury and Violence Prevention and the Division of Women’s and Infants’ Health, which was designed to reduce infant deaths from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome and Sudden Undetermined Infant Death, was a great success.  She and Heather Board traveled to 7 cities in 3 days, met with hospital staff to train personnel on safe sleep practices and to urge hospital administrators to examine and, where necessary, change policies and procedures to support safe sleep.  Heather also trained on the importance of using properly installed child safety seats.  Trainings were remarkably well attended, often standing room only.  The Virginia Department of Health will follow up with additional materials to support that training.  
Child Protective Services Update:

Rita Katzman showed a DVD to the Team which demonstrated the method of family engagement and family decision-making by walking through a case example.   She reminded the Team that family engagement focuses on permanency for children in foster care by (1) performing diligent family searches and getting families engaged, (2) finding kin and getting them involved in the permanency process and, when these options are not feasible (3) increasing adoptions.  She also distributed and discussed a handout on the federal statute Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008.
Discussion of Sample Case and Review Process for SIDS/SUIDS Review

Team members discussed a sample case, focusing on the importance of each record for understanding how and why the child died, risks and protective factors to look for, and services provided to the infant and her/his family.  Team members also advised the Coordinator on record collection.

Team members will begin case review at their July meeting.  Dr. Powell will mail 5-6 cases out before the meeting, assign two team members to review each case, and create a case summary document to guide Team members through the record summary.  
Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
Team members discussed their recommendations from their review of non-caretaker homicide deaths.  While the Team agreed that most recommendations are in final form, a few still need additional refinement before they are complete.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13, 2010.  
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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