Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

July 13, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Beitz, Lisa, Hanover Community Services
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia
DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Peanort, Tamisha, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services
Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department
Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia
Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic
Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 

Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health 
Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Invited Guest:
Harris, Victoria, Virginia Department of Health

Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the May 14, 2010 meeting were approved as written.  
Wanda Willis announced that the Harrisonburg Fire Department recently delivered 461 smoke alarms and 461 pizzas in fire trucks to local families in their Free Pizza, Free Smoke Detector program.  

Katharine Hunter mentioned that she recently participated in a national grant review process on mental health.  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services will work quickly to implement national health care reform.  Approximately 40% of births in Virginia are paid for by Medicaid.  In nine states, Medicaid pays for 50% of births.  These services will be the target of  health care reform.  
Child Protective Services Update:

Rita Katzman provided the Team with a brief update on Virginia’s progress on the Federal Child and Family Services Review.  The Virginia Department of Social Services has submitted its revised Program Improvement Plan (the PIP) to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and is awaiting a response.  Local departments of social services are concerned about implementation of the PIP once it is approved.  They worry about the lack of resources.  The Virginia Department of Social Services is looking for money to assist local departments.  
With the Department of Criminal Justice Services and through the Children’s Justice Act, Ms. Katzman will be assisting with two sessions in an upcoming training on forensic interviewing of children called Child First Virginia.  The Department of Social Services will cover tuition and expenses for local Child Protective Services staff to attend, hopefully with a local team.  

Betty Wade Coyle offered that with the weak economy, it is important to triage needs and use resources in a focused way.  She also described the need for a national certification process for forensic interviews.  Tamisha Peanort responded that this process is underway.  

Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
Team members discussed three recommendations from their review of non-caretaker homicide deaths.  Most recommendations are in final form, but one is under consideration and discussion with the Virginia School Board Association.    
Case Review Process of SIDS/SUIDS Review
The Team went into confidential session for purposes of case review.  The Team reviewed five cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 14, 2010.  
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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