Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

January 8, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  

Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education

Beitz, Lisa, Hanover Community Services

Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Gunther, Wendy, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Hunter, Katharine, Dept. of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 

Marks, Laurel, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health
Newman, Teresa, Virginia SIDS Alliance

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children

Thatcher, Mark, New Kent County Sheriff’s Department

Willis, Wanda, Harrisonburg Fire Department
Wooten, Nick, Hampton Fire and Rescue

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville

Members Absent:  

Carr, William, Medical Society of Virginia

Holmes, Ed, Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society 

Pope, James, Fairfax County Department of Family Services

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records

Staff:

Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Invited Guests:
Hauck, Fern, University of Virginia
Kavanaugh, Victoria, Virginia Department of Health

Kay, Deborah, Virginia Department of Health
Virginia Powell called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  Ms. Teri Covington, Executive Director at the National Center for Child Death Review, was scheduled to join the Team for the meeting but is unable to do so.  She will join the Team at their March 2010 meeting.    

The Team welcomed Drs. Victoria Kavanaugh and Deborah Kay as guests to the meeting.
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the November 13, 2009 meeting were approved as written.  

Child Protective Services Update:
Rita Katzman provided Team members with an update on legislation related to the State Child Fatality Review Team’s recommendation after its review of child deaths from heat-related motor vehicle entrapment.  The Team’s recommendation stated:  The Virginia General Assembly should consider developing legislation that prohibits leaving children unattended and at risk in motor vehicles.  
During the 2009 Session of the General Assembly, Senator Vogel offered Senate Bill 1265, which added language to the motor vehicle section of the Code of Virginia § 46.2-116, making it a Class 1 misdemeanor to leave a child unattended in a motor vehicle.  Law enforcement did not support this bill.  A substitute bill added a new element to the definition of an abused or neglected child, § 16.1-228, that included parents or other caretakers who, “with reckless disregard for the health and safety of the child, leave a child under the age of six unattended in a motor vehicle.”  This substitute bill was left in the Senate Courts of Justice Committee.
Staff members from Legislative Services have been in touch with Ms. Katzman and Dr. Powell, asking if the State Child Fatality Review Team could assist with compromise language.  Heather Board discussed initiatives through the Virginia Department of Health’s Division of Injury and Violence Prevention (DIVP), which resulted in the development of window clings warning of the dangers of leaving children unattended in cars.  DIVP sent these to law enforcement agencies around the Commonwealth, asking that they distribute the window clings to local businesses.  

Team members proposed three suggestions:
1. Pass legislation requiring that businesses post warnings that prohibit leaving children in an unattended vehicle.
2. Make the following changes to the proposed bill language in the original version of SB1265:
46.2-116. Leaving an unattended child in a motor vehicle; penalty.
A. Any driver or operator of a motor vehicle who leaves an unattended child in a motor vehicle with reckless disregard for the health and safety of the child is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. A law-enforcement officer who observes or is alerted to the existence of an unattended child and does not observe a caretaker in the vicinity shall use whatever means are reasonably necessary to protect the child. If the law-enforcement officer removes the child from the immediate area, he shall leave an obvious written notice on the motor vehicle. The law-enforcement officer shall give notice of the unattended child to Child Protective Services.
C. "Unattended child" as used in this section means a child under six years of age who has been left in a motor vehicle by the driver or operator of the vehicle when the driver or operator is unable to continuously observe the child, unless a person 12 years of age or older is physically present in the motor vehicle with the child.

3. Convene a meeting between social services and law enforcement and explore the possibility of a compromise bill that would satisfy all parties.  

Training on Next Team Review:
Dr. Fern Hauck, a physician in Family Medicine at the University of Virginia and a national and international scholar on Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and safe sleep, provided in-depth training to the Team on the current theory and science of SIDS, on national and international trends, and on issues and controversies associated with these infant deaths.  
Recommendation Phase of Case Review:
Dr. Powell updated Team members on the recommendation stage of their non-caretaker homicide review.  A revised set of recommendations will be sent out via e-mail and Team members will be asked to select their top 10-12 priority recommendations.  This will help to determine the degree of Team consensus.  Dr. Powell will work with Team members and agencies to vet these recommendations.  Team members plan to finalize their recommendations at their March 12, 2010 meeting.
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 12, 2010.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Virginia Powell, Ph.D.
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