Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Richmond, Virginia

Meeting of the State Child Fatality Review Team

May 11, 2012
Minutes

Members Present:  

Barry, Wayne, Virginia Department of Education
Bush, Leah, Chief Medical Examiner
Cardounel, Humberto, Henrico County Police

Casteel, Tom, Washington County Department of Social Services
Coyle, Betty Wade, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

DeLuca, Steven, Hanover County Emergency Medical Services

DiAngelo, Constance, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Ferraro, Mark, Virginia SIDS Alliance
Foster, Robin, Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Hunter, Katharine, Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
Katzman, Rita L., Virginia Department of Social Services 
Moline, Kathleen, Virginia Department of Health 

Rainey, Janet, Division of Vital Records
Rhodes, Jennifer, Medical Society of Virginia

Romero, Frank, Richmond Ambulance Authority

Sonenklar, Neil, Virginia Treatment Center for Children
Wilson, Mary, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Ziglar, Joan Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Martinsville
Members Absent:  
Board, Heather, Virginia Department of Health

Connal, Betty, SIDS Mid-Atlantic 
Milteer, Regina, Virginia Pediatric Society

Staff:

Gambill, Emily, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Powell, Virginia, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Emily Gambill called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. and went over the agenda for the meeting.  
Announcements and Business:

Minutes from the March 9, 2012 meeting were approved as written.  

Kathleen Moline announced the Virginia Department of Health’s receipt of a federal grant to expand the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting project.  The funding is an expansion of previous grant funds and will allow for expansion of services to additional sites and the study of the influence of the community health worker.  Five evidence-based home visiting model programs will be coming to Virginia to compare with current Virginia home visiting practice.
Virginia Powell proposed appointing Corrie Miller-Hobbs, State Coordinator for Safe Kids Virginia, as a special advisor to the Team.  Dr. Powell provided the Team with a brief discussion about Safe Kids Virginia and advised that Dr. Bush, Chair of the Team, supports this appointment if the Team recommends it.  Safe Kids will be an asset to the Team.  The Team approved the appointment of Ms. Miller-Hobbs as a special advisor to the Team
Proposed meeting dates for 2013 were approved.

Child Protective Services Update 
Ms. Katzman provided an update on the formation of the regional child fatality review teams.  All four new teams have been trained and three of those have had their initial review meetings.  Rita Katzman, Virginia Powell and Emily Gambill have attended teams’ first meetings to provide training and technical assistance.  A Memorandum of Agreement has been drafted with Vital Records that will allow for the sharing of birth certificate information with regional teams.  Ms. Katzman then provided the next meeting dates for all five teams and invited State Team members to attend and observe.
Virginia Powell announced the early planning stages of a conference for regional teams to be held April 30-May 2, 2013 in the Richmond area.  The conference is being funded with support from Children’s Justice Act, Virginia Department of Social Services, and the Virginia Department of Health.  About twenty members from each regional team will be invited to attend and the conference will feature national speakers and workshop sessions.  Emily Gambill will provide additional information to Team members as it becomes available.
Ms. Katzman announced a project established by the Administration on Children, Youth and Families that will review and analyze recommendations and outcomes of child fatality review teams as they work together at local and state levels.  A contract has been awarded to Walter R. McDonald & Associates, Inc. in partnership with the National Center for the Review and Prevention of Child Deaths to coordinate this project and they have contacted Ms. Katzman about visiting and using data from Virginia in this study.  The project team will conduct literature reviews and evaluate recommendations and their effect on practice, policy and legislation.  The project runs from September 26, 2011-September 25, 2012.  Ms. Katzman anticipates that project leaders will wish to attend a state or regional child fatality review team meeting.
Confidential Case Review

The Team went into confidential session for purposes of recommendations and case review.  The Team reviewed six cases where an infant died from Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or Sudden Undetermined Infant Death.  Unsafe sleep arrangements were a factor in many of these deaths.  
The next Team meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 10, 2012.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
Minutes recorded by Emily Gambill, M.P.A.
2
1

