MEMORANDUM

TO: Environmental Health Managers
District Health Directors
Office of Environmental Health Services staff
AQOSE/PEs and other stakeholders

FROM: Karen Remley, M.D., M.B.A.
State Health Commissioner
DATE: April 9, 2008
RE: Rescind Guidance Memoranda and Policies (GMP) #118;

Issue GMP #118.A to replace it.

Grant the Ecoflo system General Approval when systems are installed in
soil texture groups I, I, and 111.

GMP #118.A is a revised product approval for the Ecoflo® system. It includes a
description of the system, the parameters of its approval, and how it may be installed and
operated to treat and disperse effluent.’

On July 3, 2002, Dr. Robert B. Stroube, former State Health Commissioner
provisionally approved Ecoflo® systems installed into soil texture groups 1, 11, 111, and
IV.2 The manufacturer has completed its provisional testing in texture groups I, 11, and
I11 and the Division of Onsite Sewage and Water Services (DOSWS) has reviewed the
manufacturer’s data and concluded that the Ecoflo® system has met the requirements for
listing as a generally approved system in accordance with the 2000 Regulations (when
installed into soil texture groups I, 11, and I11). The policy revision grants Ecoflo®
systems general approval when installed into soil texture groups I, 11, and I11. For
systems installed into soil texture group 1V, the manufacturer has not completed testing
so these types of installations will remain provisionally approved.

! Premier Tech Environment manufactures the Ecoflo system. Under provisional approval, the
manufacturer submits data on at least 50 systems and then monitors and tests 50 systems. Depending on
those test results, another 900 systems may be installed. After provisionally approved systems have been
evaluated for at least five years, the Commissioner may declare the system generally approved for use if the
testing and data support such a decision.

2 See Section 442 of the Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (the 2000 Regulations) for detailed
information about the testing and evaluation for experimental and provisional approval.
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Besides granting the Ecoflo® system general approval for installations in soil
texture groups 1, 11, and 111, the policy revision also seeks to clarify the boundaries of the
product approval. Since the policy’s implementation on July 15, 2002, certain
stakeholders have been incrementally stepping away from its original intents and
directives. The revised policy is intended to eliminate historical elements of confusion
about this product approval and is more specific about the waivers or variances granted
from the 2000 Regulations. If a specific waiver to the 2000 Regulations cannot be found
in the revised policy, then stakeholders and designers are expected to follow the
prescriptive regulatory mandates. By understanding the specific variances or waivers that
have been granted for this system, designers can expect more consistency in permitting
and decision-making across the Commonwealth.

While every attempt has been made to eliminate the historical elements of
confusion about the waivers and variances granted to this proprietary product, new
questions or concerns may arise over time. Stakeholders are advised to contact, Donald
J. Alexander, Director, Division of Onsite Sewage and Water Services (DOSWS) at 109
Governor Street, 5 Floor, Richmond Virginia 23219, (804) 864-7452 to discuss any
additional points of confusion about the revised policy.



