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Commissioner®s memo #94=035

TO: District Directors
Environmental Health Managers
Environmental Health Supervisors
Environmental HealthgSpecialists

FROM: Donal@d™R. Stern, WM.D., MaR_H.
Acting State Health CammissSionér

SUBJECT: Fees for Closed-Loop HeatPumppWells
Water - Permit Fees

As you know, the Gode/of Virginiagpreseribesga $40 fee for
an application forga permit to construct @ private well.
Previously, the fee“was $25.

One of the original considerations for settyng a fee was
that only one well would demnecessary for most,indaviduals: At
the time of the original byll to_athorize the Department to
charge a fee for an applicationdfor aspermit, closed<loop ground-
source heat pump wells were onfly begrnnahg to be proposed. Now,
closed-l1oop ground-source heat ‘pump _systems are becoming more
popular and utility companies are promotang _thelr use as an
economic alternative for heating and_ceolang.

until now, the Department"s policy was that a fee was to be
charged for each well being drilled. SO, 1T a proposed heat pump
system required 100 wells, a $4,000 application fee was charged.
Several requests have been received to reduce the fee or to
place a cap on the fees for closed-loop ground-source heat pump
wells.

Review of the current policy by the Office of Environmental
Health Services revealed that while it takes longer to evaluate a
site for 40 wells as opposed to one, i1t does not take 40 times as
much time to review the sites. Discussions with Virginia Power
indicates most heat pump systems for single family dwellings
require less than 10 loops. We believe that this should be the
basis for fees for closed-loop ground-source heat pump wells.
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Therefore, effective immediately, fees for closed-1oop
ground-source heat pump well construction permits shall be based
on 10 Noops per permit. 1In other words, iIf an applicant applies
for a permit that will require 40 loops, the application fee will
be $160. The fees will not be prorated for systems that require
a number of wells that are not divisible by 10. Therefore, if a
system requires 45 loop he application fee will be $200.

Likewise, per losed-loop ground-source heat pump
systems will be issueddfor multiples of ten loops. A system of
40 loops will requirefdfo mits and a system of 45 loops will
require five permits.

f you ha ques b ut this policy, please call

Gary Hagy at 786 175
\
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