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Guidelines to Implement HB 2188 of the 2009 General Assembly Session, an Act
to Amend Title 32.1-164 of the Code of Virginia.

Legislative Overview

Legislation approved in 2009 amended Title 32.1-164 of the Code of Virginia as follows:

K. The Department shall establish procedures for requiring a survey plat as part of an
application for a permit or letter for any onsite sewage or alternative discharging sewage
system, and for granting waivers for such requirements. In all cases, it shall be the
landowner's responsibility to ensure that the system is properly located as permitted.

Background

Since 1982, the Virginia Department of Health’s (VDH) Sewage Handling and Disposal
Regulations (Regulations) have required the perimeter of the soil absorption area site or sites to
be shown on a copy of a surveyed plat of the property prior to the issuance of a construction
permit. The 1982 and 2000 Regulations allow the survey plat requirement to be waived when a
parcel of land consisting of a single lot on which an onsite sewage disposal system is proposed to
be located is not directly influenced by the off site location of any sewage disposal system, well,
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body of water, etc. From 1982 until June 30, 2007, some districts routinely waived the plat
requirement for all onsite sewage disposal system construction permit applications. VDH
requires survey plats to be included with applications for certification letters. In an attempt to
ensure onsite sewage disposal systems are permitted on the correct property and in the correct
location, the 2007 Onsite Quality Assurance Procedures Manual (OQAPM) requires a survey
plat to be included with an application for an onsite sewage disposal system unless a waiver is
granted by an Environmental Health Supervisor. The following procedure is consistent with the
OQAPM and is to be utilized when deciding whether a waiver to the survey requirement should
be granted.

Procedure

A. All applications for sewage disposal system certification letters must be accompanied
by a survey identifying the proposed sewage disposal system and/or reserve area, proposed
dwelling, etc, prior to the issuance of the letter.

B. All applications for alternative discharging systems must be accompanied by a survey
prior to the issuance of the permit.

C. All applications for sewage disposal system Construction Permits must be
accompanied by a survey identifying the proposed sewage disposal system and/or reserve area,
proposed dwelling, etc, prior to the issuance of the construction permit.*

D. The survey requirement for alternative discharging systems or onsite sewage system
construction permits may be waived if the following criteria are met:

1. The owner shall submit a complete application and fee if applicable.

2. The owner shall request a waiver from the survey requirement by completing
Attachment A.

3. The two main goals are to ensure the sewage system is located on the correct

property and in the correct location on the property. The Environmental Health
Specialist Senior (EHSS) shall evaluate the risk that the goals will not be met.
Before granting a waiver, the local health department shall determine there is a
low risk of improper placement of the sewage system. The EHSS will determine
the risk by reviewing the application package for completeness, evaluating the
owner’s answers on Attachment A, and by conducting a complete site and soil
evaluation, which includes verification of identified property boundary markers.

! In accordance with existing VDH policy, the perimeter of the soil absorption system may be drawn to scale on a
survey plat or a copy of a plat.
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After determining the level of risk is acceptable, the EHSS will recommend
granting the waiver by signing Attachment A and the waiver may be granted by
the Environmental Health Supervisor who also signs Attachment A. If the risk
level is found to be unacceptable, the waiver will not be granted.

E. Prior to issuance of an Operation Permit where a waiver has been granted, the owner
shall sign a statement (See Attachment B) confirming that the sewage disposal system has been
installed on his property and in the permitted location.



ATTACHMENT A
REQUEST FOR A WAIVER TO THE SURVEY REQUIREMENT
(TO BE COMPLETED BY THE OWNER)

Owner’s Name

Owner’s Address

Owner’s Telephone Number

Property Location Health Department Identification Number

1. Yeso Noo Is a complete site sketch provided with your application showing the property dimensions, all proposed
and/or existing structures, driveways, underground and overhead utilities on the property, adjacent sewage disposal
systems, bodies of water, drainage ways, agricultural drain tiles, wells, cisterns, and springs for a minimum of 200 feet
radius of the proposed building and/or drain field?

2. Yes 0 No O Have you clearly marked the property boundaries?

3. Yes 0 No O Have you clearly marked the proposed building or buildings?

4. YesoNo O Are there any permanent structures within 200 feet of the proposed drain field?

S. YesoNo o Does your parcel of land consist of a single lot?

6. Yes o No O Is your parcel of land directly influenced by the off site location of any sewage disposal system, well

and/or body of water?

7. Yes o No O Is your application for an onsite sewage disposal system construction permit to repair or replace a
malfunctioning system serving a single family or duplex residential dwelling?

8. Yes 0 No O Is your application for an onsite sewage disposal system construction permit to expand an existing
system serving a single family or duplex residential dwelling?

9. YesoNo o Is your proposed building and/or proposed drain field located within 200 feet of a property line?
10. YesoNo O Does a survey plat exist for your property?
11. YesoNo O Does the survey plat requirement pose an undue hardship upon you?

If yes, explain:

12. Yes 0 No O Do you understand that a certification statement shall be signed by you verifying the sewage disposal
system is located on your property as permitted prior to issuance of an operation permit?

In all cases, it shall be the landowner’s responsibility to ensure that the system is properly located as permitted.

Owner’s Signature Date
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Waiver: Granted Denied  (circle one) Date

Health Department Identification Number

Reason(s) for denial of waiver

Environmental Health Specialist Senior’s Signature

Environmental Health Supervisor’s Signature




ATTACHMENT B
VERIFICATION OF SEWAGE SYSTEM LOCATION
TO BE SIGNED BY THE OWNER

Owner’s Name

Owner’s Address

Owner’s Telephone Number

Property Location

Health Department Identification Number

I hereby affirm that I am the owner of the property identified above. I have verified that the onsite sewage
system identified above has been installed in the proper location, as permitted by the Virginia Department
of Health on the property identified above. I understand that in all cases it is my responsibility to ensure
that the onsite sewage system is properly located.

Owner’s Signature

Date




