June 22, 1993
GwP #30
VEMORANDUM

TO District Directors
Envi ronment al Heal t h Managers
Envi ronment al Heal t h Supervisors
Envi ronment al Heal th Specialists

THROUGH: Donald J. Al exander, Director
Di vi sion of Onsite Sewage and WAater Services

FROM Bob Custard, R E.H S., Project Manager
Office of Environnental Health Services

SUBJECT: Construction Standards for Existing Discharging Sewage
Treat ment Systens Now Com ng Under General Permt

Di schargi ng sewage treatnment systens serving single
fam |y hones which were permtted and/or constructed prior to
adoption of the Alternative Discharging Sewage Treat nent
Regul ations for Single Famly Dwellings will come under the
authority of the Discharging Regul ati ons when those systens
are registered under the Departnment of Environnmental Quality's
General Permt. Many of these systens, including those
permtted under Health Departnent LHS-120 permts, those
constructed before a permt was required, and those permtted
under individual VPDES permts by the Water Control Board,
| ack conponents currently required by the Alternative
Di schargi ng Sewage Treatnment Regul ations for Single Fam |y
Honmes.

Section 1.3 of the Discharging Regul ati ons grandfat hers
the | ocation of these dischargi ng sewage treatnment systens and
wai ves the requirenents for maintenance and nonitoring
contracts so long as the plant neets the effluent quality
standards of the General Permt. However, 8§ 1.3 does not
wai ve the construction requirenments found in the Di scharging
Regul ati ons.

Sone of these older systens |ack chlorinators, contact
chanbers, dechlorinators, sanpling ports, and/or post-aeration
devi ces. Sone of these systens are not operating properly and
are not neeting the effluent quality standards of the General
Permt.
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When an exi sting dischargi ng sewage treatnment systemis
regi stered under the General Permt, and therefore comes under
the authority of the Health Departnment's Di scharging
Regul ations, the |ocal health department should eval uate the
condition of the system The |ocal Health Departnment shoul d
then require that an application for a construction permt to
repair or nmodify the systembe filed if the systemis
consistently not nmeeting the effluent quality standards of
the General Permt or if significant conponents of a properly
constructed treatnment systemare mssing. Plans and
specifications should be required if the repairs or
nodi fi cations are technically conplex or significant in scope.

When the | ocal health departnment is satisfied that the
proposed repairs or nodifications will bring the systeminto
conpliance with the General Permt and the Di scharging
Regul ations, a construction permt should be issued.

As a minimum all systens should include a chlorinator, a
contact chanmber of adequate size with a sanpling port or other
access for measuring chlorine residual, a dechlorinator, and a
sanpling port or other access point fromwhich a sanple of the
final effluent can be collected. AlIl systens should be in
good repair and capabl e of producing an effluent which neets
the quality standards of the General Permt. Sanpling ports
for collecting sanples of m xed |iquor suspended solids (M.SS)
shoul d not be required unless the systemis malfunctioning and
measur enent of the M.SS fraction is an inportant part of
t roubl eshooting, nonitoring, and maintaining the system
Exi sting systens | acki ng post-aeration should not be required
to add post-aeration unless repairs or nodifications in excess
of fifty percent (509 of the cost of the systemare
necessary.

Exi sting buried sand filters which are not discharging
are being considered by the Discharge Task Force and will be
addressed in a future GW. Until such tine as that GW is
i ssued, no action should be taken to require replacenent of
| eaki ng buried sand filters which do not discharge with |ined
sand filters if the sand filter is otherw se functioning

properly.
pc: O fice of Environnmental Health Services Staff

GW #30
Di scharge - Enforcenment - Existing Systens



