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Pertussis outbreak

California is experiencing its worst
epidemic of pertussis (a.k.a. whoop-
ing cough) in the last 50 years
[~1,500 cases, 6 deaths]. Several
other states have seen increased
rates of pertussis; however, Virginia
has not seen elevated pertussis
rates in 2010. Keep vaccinating with
DTaP (child) and Tdap (adult)!

Salmonella and shell eggs

As of 8/24, there have been two
major recalls from egg farms totaling
over 500 million shell eggs. A cer-
tain genetic strain of Salmonella
Entertidis (PFGE pattern
JEGX01.0004) has been associated
with eating these eggs and may have
sickened over 1,200 persons since
May 2010. An FDA egg safety rule
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SPOTLIGHT: SENTINEL FLU SURVEILLANCE

he World Health Organization
recently declared that we now
are in a post-pandemic phase.
And it's almost “regular” flu sea-

son again! What will this year
hold in store for us? One vital
component to answering this
question is through sentinel
surveillance. Some of the impor-
tant reasons why surveillance is
important are because:

® |nfluenza viruses constantly
change, which requires ongo-
ing collection and characteri-
zation of the strains;

® Treatment for influenza is
guided by laboratory surveil-
lance for antiviral resistance;

® National responses to emerg-
ing pandemic strains are trig-
gered by surveillance data.

Calling all medical providers!
Calling all medical providers!

We are in need of a new sentinel
facility or physician this flu sea-
son. Here are some details:

1) Characteristics of an
optimal sentinel physician
or medical practice:

®|s able to consistently submit 2
samples each month for testing

®General practitioner or family
medicine provider (looking for
samples from a broad range of
ages, not from just the pediatric
or elderly population).

®Has a good working relationship
with the local health depart-
ment.

2) The participating pro-
vider/medical practice will
be expected to:

®Collect 2 nasopharyngeal (NP)
swabs per month for patients
with ILI symptoms. (Cannot be
just nasal swabs and each
swab must be from a different
patient).

eComplete the lab submission
form and ship (using the pre-
paid forms for FedEx, the con-
tracted shipper).

eoContinue participation in senti-

nel surveillance from October
2010 through the end of May
2011.

If you are interested and
can help this year, please
contact us at 365-4319!

went into effect July 9, which has
intensified the amount of attention
this situation is getting. Two main
messages for all egg consumers or
handlers: 1) avoid eating under-
cooked eggs and 2) wash
hands with soap & water after

preparing or handling eggs.

Personnel changes

Chickahominy welcomes back Bob
Wilburn, as the acting District Emer-
gency Planner. Bob retired in 2008.
We also have a covering health
director from Henrico Health District,
Dr. Susan Fischer-Davis (info below).

Contact Us

Chickahominy Health District
12312 Washington Hwy
Ashland, VA 23005

District Director (acting)

Dr. Susan Fischer-Davis, MD
Phone: 804-365-4313

Fax: 804-365-4355

Emergency (after hrs): 866-531-3068

U RL:www.vdh.virgi_nia.zov LHD/Chickahominy,

What we are
seeing in
Chickahominy:
Jun-Jul 2010 TIV Fluzone sanofi pasteur >6 mos
8 campylobacteriosis TIV Fluvirin Novartis Vaccine >4 yrs
6 sa;nonellosis TIV Agriflu Novartis Vaccine >18yrs
. TIV Fluarix GlaxoSmithKline >3yrs
5 Lyme disease cases
) ID Biomedical Corp.
3 Rocky Mountain spot- TIV FluLaval of Quebec, a subsidi- >18yrs
ted fever cases ary of GlaxoSmithKline
3 pertussis infections TIV Afluria CSL Biotherapies >9yrs
3 chickenpox infections TIV High Dose Fluzone High Dose sanofi pasteur >65 yrs
1 Haemophilus influen- LAIV FluMist MedIimmune 2-49yrs

zae, invasive infection

1 ehrlichiosis

TIV is trivalent inactivated influenza virus vaccine. LAIV is live attenuated trivalent influenza virus vaccine.

Information taken from CDC website. For detailed list of recommended flu vaccines, click HERE.

Chickahominy Health News was prepared by Stuart Hutter, MS, MPH, CPH (District Epidemiologist), Email: Stuart.Hutter@vdh.virginia.gov

Please report any suspected or confirmed conditions found on the Virginia Reportable Disease List to us via phone, fax, or mail
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