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Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Syphilis
Objective:  Reduce primary and secondary syphilis to an incidence of no

         more than 4 cases per 100,000 people.
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Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) refer to the illnesses caused by infectious organisms that are primarily transmitted through unprotected sexual activity.  As the first STD for which control measures were initiated more than fifty years ago, syphilis can be easily detected, treated and cured.  In its early stages, it is a disease that causes genital ulcers and other infectious lesions whose symptoms are usually relatively mild. Left untreated, however, syphilis enters a stage that damages the internal organs over a prolonged period of time.  The number of reported cases of syphilis in Virginia during the past decade peaked in 1991 at 1,622 but has since dropped off by over twelve hundred to 379 in 1998.  As impressive as that decline is, we should note that the numbers equate to an incidence rate of 5.6 per 100,000 population in 1998 as compared to a national rate of 2.6 for that year.  If the Commonwealth is to narrow this significant gap, it will have to work even harder to build on the good record of the past several years.
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Health District
1995
1996
1997
1998









Alexandria
6.0
4.4
15.2
5.0


Alleghany
0.6
0.6
0.6
0.0


Arlington
4.0
0.6
3.4
3.4


Central Shenandoah
0.4
0.4
1.3
1.3


Central Virginia
21.2
8.8
6.1
3.2


Chesapeake
33.9
31.6
18.5
11.0


Chesterfield
6.6
1.5
3.5
3.8


Crater
29.0
22.1
31.1
6.4


Cumberland Plateau
1.7
0.8
4.3
0.9


Eastern Shore
91.5
11.0
20.1
2.2


Fairfax
1.2
0.9
1.3
0.6


Hampton
43.5
12.9
5.0
2.9


Hanover
1.9
9.5
5.6
7.3


Henrico
3.9
7.9
6.7
3.3


Lenowisco
1.1
1.1
1.1
1.1


Lord Fairfax
0.6
0.0
0.6
0.0


Loudoun
1.0
0.0
1.0
0.9


Mount Rogers
1.1
1.1
0.0
1.1


New River
0.0
2.6
0.0
1.3


Norfolk
92.8
79.5
50.9
32.3


Peninsula
29.9
12.9
7.1
3.0


Piedmont
5.8
1.2
4.6
3.5


Pittsylvania/Danville
7.4
4.6
33.3
50.9


Portsmouth
164.4
102.5
33.9
14.5


Prince William
2.1
3.4
1.7
2.6


Rappahannock
2.6
2.0
2.0
2.4


Rappahannock/Rapidan
0.8
1.6
0.0
0.0


Richmond
54.0
71.5
55.1
29.7


Roanoke
20.0
5.2
5.3
3.2


Southside
6.2
7.2
8.7
5.0


Thomas Jefferson
1.7
1.1
2.3
1.7


Three Rivers
8.0
2.4
3.1
0.0


Virginia Beach
8.4
7.0
5.0
5.2


West Piedmont
1.5
0.0
1.5
2.3


Western Tidewater
120.9
53.9
35.8
8.9









Virginia
17.5
12.1
9.2
5.6


U.S.**
6.3
4.3
3.2
2.6


*Primary, secondary and early latent rate per 100,000 population

**Primary and secondary
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*Rate per 100,000 population

Incidence of Syphilis* by Region
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Table

		Incidence of Syphilis*

		by Health District, Virginia

		Health District		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Alexandria		6.0		4.4		15.2		5.0

		Alleghany		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.0

		Arlington		4.0		0.6		3.4		3.4

		Central Shenandoah		0.4		0.4		1.3		1.3

		Central Virginia		21.2		8.8		6.1		3.2

		Chesapeake		33.9		31.6		18.5		11.0

		Chesterfield		6.6		1.5		3.5		3.8

		Crater		29.0		22.1		31.1		6.4

		Cumberland Plateau		1.7		0.8		4.3		0.9

		Eastern Shore		91.5		11.0		20.1		2.2

		Fairfax		1.2		0.9		1.3		0.6

		Hampton		43.5		12.9		5.0		2.9

		Hanover		1.9		9.5		5.6		7.3

		Henrico		3.9		7.9		6.7		3.3

		Lenowisco		1.1		1.1		1.1		1.1

		Lord Fairfax		0.6		0.0		0.6		0.0

		Loudoun		1.0		0.0		1.0		0.9

		Mount Rogers		1.1		1.1		0.0		1.1

		New River		0.0		2.6		0.0		1.3

		Norfolk		92.8		79.5		50.9		32.3

		Peninsula		29.9		12.9		7.1		3.0

		Piedmont		5.8		1.2		4.6		3.5

		Pittsylvania/Danville		7.4		4.6		33.3		50.9

		Portsmouth		164.4		102.5		33.9		14.5

		Prince William		2.1		3.4		1.7		2.6

		Rappahannock		2.6		2.0		2.0		2.4

		Rappahannock/Rapidan		0.8		1.6		0.0		0.0

		Richmond		54.0		71.5		55.1		29.7

		Roanoke		20.0		5.2		5.3		3.2

		Southside		6.2		7.2		8.7		5.0

		Thomas Jefferson		1.7		1.1		2.3		1.7

		Three Rivers		8.0		2.4		3.1		0.0

		Virginia Beach		8.4		7.0		5.0		5.2

		West Piedmont		1.5		0.0		1.5		2.3

		Western Tidewater		120.9		53.9		35.8		8.9

		Virginia		17.5		12.1		9.2		5.6

		U.S.**		6.3		4.3		3.2		2.6

		*Primary, secondary and early latent rate per 100,000 population

		**Primary and secondary



Virginia 2000
        Objective

     4 per 100,000



1990-1998

		1997																		1998

		Northern Virginia		2.5																Northern Virginia		1.7

		Blue Ridge		0.9																Blue Ridge		0.6

		Southwest Virginia		1.7																Southwest Virginia		1.1

		Roanoke Area		6.4																Roanoke Area		7.6

		Central Virginia		15.0																Central Virginia		7.8

		Hampton Roads		19.0																Hampton Roads		10.1

		State		9.2																State		5.6

				Total		White		Black

		1990		1551		128		1421

		1991		1622		150		1468

		1992		1347		102		1242

		1993		1268		74		1158

		1994		1409		85		1272

		1995		1144		69		1046

		1996		793		55		725

		1997		615		47		542

		1998		379		28		337





1990-1998
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Source:  Office of Epidemiology

*Rate per 100,000 population

Incidence of Syphilis* by HMO Region
Virginia 1997
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Total

*Rate per 100,000 population
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  Virginia 1990-1998
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HIV

		1990		18.46

		1991		26.44

		1992		22.17

		1993		23.77

		1994		17.55

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		18.5		26.4		22.2		23.8		17.6		19.2		15		14.9		12.2
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Total

*Rate per 100,000 population

Incidence of HIV Infection*                          
Virginia 1990-1998
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Syphilis

		

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		25.1		26.2		21.8		20.5		22		17.5		12.1		9.2		5.6



Source:  Office of Epidemiology



Syphilis

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Total

Rate per 100,000 population
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  Virginia 1990-1998
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Gonorrhea

		

		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		285.3		278.9		254.8		187.7		209.4		157.9		141.8		130.5		129.8



Source:  Office of Epidemiology



Gonorrhea
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Total

Rate per 100,000 population

Incidence of Gonorrhea
Virginia 1990-1998
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Source:  Office of Epidemiology


