
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

VDH Algal Bloom Event 
Coordination & Reporting 

Process Flow 

DEE relays HAB event or 
illness to Regional Epi, PIO, 

EHS Manager, & Health 
Director(s) 

District VDH staff 
communicate 
preliminary 

information with 
appropriate local staff 

Epis, PIO, EHS Manager or 
Health Director(s) relay 

suspected algal bloom or  
related illness to DEE 

Environmental 

 OR 

Step 1: Report of 
bloom event or 
bloom-related 

illness 

Step 3: Health Districts 
coordinate public messaging 
and advisories based on DEE 
guidance/recommendation 

Waterborne illness complaints 
investigated - forms completed by 

Epis in Redcap  

Epis conduct Local 
Human Surveillance  

HAB Task Force investigates 
blooms & reports results to 
algal map and appropriate 

regional/local VDH staff. EHSs 
facilitate sampling using kits 

and DEE instruction when 
requested. 

      Symbol indicates recurring activity 
during a bloom event.  

DEE notifies Regional Epi & 
Local EHS Manager when bloom 

has concluded (2 consecutive 
negative samples) 

Event notification and/or 
advisories issued by the local 

health district or entity 
based on HAB Task Force 

environmental HAB results. 
HDs should consider ICS for 

major events. 

Health district 
notifies public 
advisory has 
been lifted 

Step 4: Event 
coordination ends and 
parties resume normal 

activities 

Visit www.HarmfulAlgaeVA.com 
for more information or contact 
the Division of Environmental 
Epidemiology at (804)864-8182 

Step 2: Investigate 
bloom, bloom-related 

illness reports, and 
conduct human health 

surveillance 

http://www.harmfulalgaeva.com/

