












Table 9. Foodborne Outbreaks Confirmed in Virginia, 1996

Place Where Factors
Onset Number of Etiologic Outbreak Contributing

Locality Date Cases A.9,ent Vehicle Occurred to Outbreak

Page 1/1/96 18 unknown salad-lettuce restaurant cross contamination,
(suspected) poor hygienic practices

Lexington/Rockbridge 2/4/96 30 Salm. stanley alfalfa sprouts cafeteria & restaurant contaminated alfalfa seeds

Giles 3/1/96 15 viral undetermined church supper improper food handling
(suspected) (catered)

Galax 4/7/96 2 Sa1m.enteritidis coconut pie restaurant improper food handling
>-'
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Ricmond City 5/5/96 16 Gyc/ospora blackberries hotel restaurant undetermined

Bedford 5/10/96 22 viral undetermined country club poor hygienic practices
(suspected)

Albemarle 7/7/96 42 Glos. perfringens turkey salad nursing home/adult improper food handling

Northampton 7/13/96 67 Salm. typhimurium tacos food vendor improper food handling

Mecklenburg 8/18/96 8 Staph. aureus ham private residence improper food handling

Richmond City 8/25/96 3 scombroid tuna steaks restaurant improper storage

Lynchburg 11/5/96 22 Salm. enteritidis macaroni/cheese restaurant inadequate cooking

Virginia Beach 12/30/96 6 viral oysters private residence consuming raw food
(suspected)
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(44%) cases. Of the cases for whom race was re-
ported, persons in the other race category (5.5 cases
per 100,000 population) were at greater risk than
blacks or whites. Males were more likely than fe-
males to be reported with this disease (6.6 vs. 5.6
cases per 100,000 population).

The northwest and northern health planning re-
gions had the highest incidence rates (7.5 and 7.3
cases per 100,000 population, respectively). Inci-
dence rates in the other three regions ranged from
4.6 per 100,000 in the eastern region to 6.2 cases
per 100,000 in the central region.

One outbreak of giardiasis was reported in 1996.
This outbreak occurred among young children in a
summer day camp program in Fairfax County. Ten
of the 17 attendees tested positive for Giardia. The
cause of the outbreak was not determined.

Gonorrhea

In 1996,9,292 cases of gonorrhea were reported.
This is a 10% decrease from the 10,342 cases re-
ported in 1995. Cases occurred throughout the year
such that no seasonal trend was noted.

Young adults (aged 20-29) were more likely to
be reported with gonorrhea than any other age
group. They had the highest number of cases (4,115)
reported and the highest incidence rate (400.3 per
100,000) as shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9
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Seventy-eight percent of the cases occurred in
blacks (7,227 cases, 566.0 per 100,000), 10% were
in whites (967 cases, 19.1 per 100,000), 1% was in
the other race category (132 cases, 60.2 per 100,000)
and 11% were race unspecified (966 cases). The
incidence rate for males was 149.3 per 100,000 com-
pared to 134.7 per 100,000 forfemales.

The eastern health planning region reported the
most cases (4,102 cases, 246.1 per 100,000), fol-
lowed by the central (2,337 cases, 208.5 per
100,000), southwest (1,339 cases, 105.5 per
100,000), northern (912 cases, 57.5 per 100,000),
and northwest (602 cases, 66.3 per 100,000) regions
(Figure 10).

Figure 10
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Gonorrhea: Rate by Region
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Granuloma Inguinale

No cases of this sexually transmitted disease
have been reported in Virginia since 1990.

Haemophilus influenzae
Infection, Invasive

The number of reported cases of invasi ve infec-
tion due to all types of Haemophilus influenzae
decreased by 61% in 1996. The eleven cases re-
ported in 1996 were the lowest since this condition
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