2018 Summary: Virginia Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Advisory Group
The Virginia HAI Advisory Group is a voluntary, statewide,
multidisciplinary group that coordinates the efforts of the
Commonwealth’s HAI stakeholders to align strategies, share
information and resources, and produce synergies that will
accelerate statewide and individual institutional progress in providing safe, high quality, healthcare for Virginia residents by
preventing HAIs and antimicrobial resistance (AR).
The group includes persons with expertise in the surveillance, prevention, and control of healthcare-associated infections,
including representation from the Virginia Department of Health (VDH), Health Quality Innovators (HQI), the Virginia Quality
Innovation Network – Quality Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO), the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association (VHHA), the
Association of Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology – Virginia Chapter (APIC-VA), healthcare providers, infection
preventionists, pharmacists, consumers, and physician champions.
This document outlines 2018 work of the Virginia HAI Advisory Group.
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Viral Upper Respiratory Infection Algorithms, June
The Safe Antibiotic Stewardship Innovators (SASI) workgroup identified the need to reduce inappropriate
antibiotic prescribing. The SASI workgroup developed algorithms for the three most common mis-diagnosed
viral upper respiratory infections: bronchitis, sinusitis and pharyngitis. These algorithms can be used by
practitioners in all settings of care to support appropriate antibiotic prescribing. The algorithms have been
shared through newsletters, listservs, the Virginia HAI Advisory Group website and partner websites.

Promoting U. S. Antibiotic Awareness Week 2018, November
Initiatives were developed and implemented during U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week to promote safe antibiotic
use and antimicrobial stewardship.


Social Media Posts: VHHA, HQI and VDH crafted and posted unique social media messages, using graphics
that were developed for the Advisory Group for U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week. Each organization then
shared each other’s social media posts, promoting the message that the Advisory Group is unified in the
effort to fight antimicrobial resistance.



Nursing Education Campaign: A statewide education campaign was conducted to help nurses become more
educated on antimicrobial resistance. They were asked to read a CDC/ANA White Paper – Redefining the
Antibiotic Stewardship Team: Recommendations from the American Nurses Association/Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Workgroup on the Role of Registered Nurses in Hospital Antibiotic Stewardship
Practices – and then asked to complete a short quiz. The quiz tested their knowledge and also asked about
what antimicrobial stewardship tasks they would like to be more involved with, and what education they
would like to receive.
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For more information, visit: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/hai/collaboration/

