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Legislation

Code of Virginia 32.1-111.15:1 | Effective 1/1/2019

Department responsible for stroke care quality 

improvement; sharing of data and information.

1. Implement systems to collect data and information 

related to stroke care.

2. Facilitate information & data sharing and 

collaboration among hospitals and providers.

3. Apply evidence-based treatment guidelines for 

transitioning patients to community-based follow-up 

care following acute treatment for stroke.

4. Establish a process for continuous quality 

improvement for the delivery of stroke care.
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Efforts Prior to January 1, 2019

• Building Capacity at the VA Dept. of Health

• Relationship building across sectors and 

disciplines. Listening to you!

• Convening a Virginia Stroke Care Quality 

Improvement Advisory Group

• Setting Virginia up for long-term success Source: https://csonic.org/category/evaluation-capacity-building/
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Advisory Group Kickoff Meeting

First Meeting held on August 10, 2018

Representatives: VDH, VHHA, AHA,

EMS Regional Councils, Hospitals, VSSTF

Key suggestions:

1. Data Collection

2. Information Sharing

3. Quality Improvement
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1. Data Collection

 VDH to compile master list of stroke-related metrics under the following 

categories: Prevention/Risk Factors, Pre-Hospital, In-Hospital, Post-

Hospital. 

Requesting volunteers from VSSTF to review and add additional metrics. 

 Virginia Stroke Care Quality Improvement Advisory Group members will 

rank and prioritize these metrics based on Importance/Need, Feasibility, 

and Impact. 

 VDH will send a letter to hospitals, EMS, and related stakeholders 

encouraging participation in this statewide data collection initiative to 

move the needle on stroke in Virginia.

Careful considerations around data collection platforms, comprehensive 

stroke measures, and public reporting of data/information.
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2. Information Sharing

 Virginia Stroke website:
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/stroke/virginia-stroke-systems-task-force/

 Governor’s Report due July 1, 2019

 Updates to the VSSTF Members

 Development of (1) a platform to access aggregated statewide and regional 

data made publicly available, and (2) a process to facilitate individual/ 

team feedback loops for quality improvement with hospitals and/or EMS 

who submit stroke metric data to VDH. 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/stroke/virginia-stroke-systems-task-force/
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3. Quality Improvement

Large-scale changes in quality of care can be induced by the systematic collection 

and evaluation of stroke quality data 

 Priority Data Metrics  Quality Improvement Initiatives

Statewide stroke data collection (Outcomes, Financial, Utilization)

e.g. 30-day Deaths & Stroke Severity, Door-to-Needle, EMS vs Walk-in

Health System / Hospital Capacity Survey (Structure, Process, Utilization) 

e.g. Stroke designation, Stroke care protocols, Utilization of tPA, Telestroke

 SYNC: Transforming Healthcare Leadership program’s next cohort launching 

this April, 2019. Sponsored by MSVF, VHHA, VNA, and VDH. 

Scholarships available. Visit http://syncva.org/

http://syncva.org/
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Next Steps

 Expand the advisory group to include stroke survivors & caregivers, 

rehabilitation, health insurers, non-traditional stakeholders

 Finalize metrics list  advisory group votes to rank metrics  VDH letter 

inviting hospitals and EMS to participate in the initiative

 Determine quality improvement activities based on priority metrics and 

baseline data.

 Prepare Virginia for the next CDC Paul Coverdell cohort in 2020. 
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CDC Paul Coverdell National Acute Stroke Program
The Paul Coverdell National Acute Stroke 

Program activities address the continuum of care 

from onset of stroke through rehabilitation and 

recovery, focusing on health systems change and 

community and clinical linkages.

Goals: Development of a stroke care system across the care continuum, quality

improvement, prevention of stroke and disability, reduction of stroke-related deaths

Currently funded State Awardees (2015-2020): California, Georgia, Massachusetts, 

Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Washington, Wisconsin

• New funding opportunity in 2019/2020? Why not us???



10

Contact Information:

Patrick Wiggins, MPH

Health Systems Intervention Coordinator

Division of Prevention and Health Promotion

Virginia Department of Health

109 Governor Street, Richmond, VA 23219

Phone: 804-864-7710 Fax: 804-864-7880


