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Legislation

Code of Virginia 32.1-111.15:1 

HB 1197 and SB 867 | Effective 1/1/2019

Department responsible for stroke care quality 

improvement; sharing of data and information.

1. Implement systems to collect data and information 

related to stroke care.

2. Facilitate information & data sharing and 

collaboration among hospitals and providers.

3. Apply evidence-based treatment guidelines for 

transitioning patients to community-based follow-

up care following acute treatment for stroke.

4. Establish a process for continuous quality 

improvement for the delivery of stroke care.
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Stroke Care Quality Improvement Advisory Group

• VA Department of Health (VDH)

• VA Office of EMS (VDH)

• Stroke Survivors and Caregiver Support Groups

• Survivor / Caregiver Council

• VA Hospital & Healthcare Association (VHHA)

• American Heart / Stroke Association (AHA/ASA)

• Hospitals 

• Emergency Medical Services & EMS Councils

• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – Medical Centers

• Stroke Rehabilitation Centers & Skilled Nursing Facilities

• VA Stroke Systems Task Force & VA Stroke Coordinators
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Work Groups

• Virginia Stroke Website Work Group

• Acute Stroke Treatment Strategies Work Group

• Stroke Survivor and Caregiver Supports Work Group

• Hospital Stroke Inventory Survey Work Group

• EMS Stroke Inventory Survey Work Group

• Data Council
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Work Group: Virginia Stroke Website 
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Hospital #2

   Stroke Certification

   Address

 Point of Contact

Hospital #1

   Stroke Certification

   Address

 Point of Contact

Hospital #3

   Stroke Certification

   Address

 Point of Contact

Hospitals

Rehabilitation 

Facilities

Stroke Support 

Groups

Community 
Organizations 

(Primary Care 

Clinics, FQHCs, 

MIH-CP, Pharmacy) 
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Work Group: Acute Stroke Treatment Strategies 

Co-leaders: V. Ramana Feeser MD, Director of Quality and Safety/EM 

physician at VCU Health System in Richmond & 

 Sara Watkins MSN, RN, Stroke Program Coordinator at Riverside Regional 

Medical Center in Newport News

Update: Meeting monthly to identify the top 2-3 best practice strategies to 

optimize time to decision and decrease door to needle time. 

Goals: Build a menu of highly recommended options of best strategies for 

hospitals to consider. Host consultation calls with hospital teams to assess 

needs and propose recommendations for quality improvement. 
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Work Group: Stroke Survivor and Caregiver Supports 

https://www.stroke.org/-/media/stroke-images/support/group-of-diverse-people-giving-each-other-support.png
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Work Group: Hospital Stroke Inventory Survey 

Status: Planning to pilot survey with 2-3 hospitals in February 2020

    Full launch in March 2020.  

     Work Group: EMS Stroke Inventory Survey 

Status: Ready for full launch in February 2020 to all EMS agencies.
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Data Council

Update: 

• Reviewed data from the Virginia Hospital & Healthcare Association and the 

Virginia Office of EMS. Analyzed stroke hospitalization and readmission 

rates, as well as geographic distribution of stroke.

• Identified and prioritized geographic areas into three clusters: 

 High, Medium, Low

• Next Steps: Add a final layer of the Concentrated Disadvantage Index (CDI), 

Establish a hospital and regional stakeholder engagement strategy.

• Next Task: Convene TJC, DNV and HFAP to crosswalk data definitions in 

preparation for the development of a stroke registry.
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Priority Clusters (Stroke Hospitalizations)

Categorized by Health Planning Region

+ Concentrated Disadvantage Index
Priority Northwest Northern Southwest Central Eastern

High Spotsylvania Prince 

William

Salem Richmond, Petersburg, 

Henrico

Virginia Beach, 

Suffolk, Chesapeake, 

Hampton

Medium - Fairfax, 

Loudoun 

Roanoke County, Bedford, 

Lynchburg, Montgomery

Henrico, Chesterfield Newport News, 

Norfolk

Low Augusta, 

Rockingham, 

Fauquier

Loudoun Franklin County, Tazewell, 

Wise, Pittsylvania, 

Botetourt

- Accomack

CDI Norton, Martinsville, 

Danville, Lee, Bristol, 

Wise, Roanoke City, 

Buchanan, Henry, 
Lynchburg, Dickenson, 

Galax

Emporia, Petersburg, 

Hopewell, Brunswick, 

Nottoway, Richmond, 

Colonial Heights, 
Charlotte, Cumberland, 

Dinwiddie

Franklin City, 

Portsmouth, Norfolk, 

Newport News, 

Suffolk
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Other Announcements

❖ VDH hiring two new positions: Clinical Improvement Specialist (RN) 

(Open now!) Link: http://jobs.virginia.gov/ 

http://jobs.virginia.gov/
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Contact Information:

Patrick Wiggins, MPH

Disease Prevention Strategist

Office of Family Health Services

Virginia Department of Health

109 Governor Street, Richmond, VA 23219

Phone: 804-864-7710 Fax: 804-864-7880

Email: Patrick.Wiggins@vdh.Virginia.gov 

mailto:Patrick.Wiggins@vdh.Virginia.gov
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