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TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, approximately 1 in 4 individuals will suffer from a stroke during their lifetime. Moreover, stroke is the
leading cause of long-term disability, placing a considerable financial burden on individuals, families, and society
alike; and

WHEREAS, up to 80% of strokes are preventable. Stroke has modifiable risk factors such as high blood pressure, high
cholesterol, diabetes, and obesity; and

WHEREAS, time is of the essence when it comes to treating a stroke; life-saving, stroke-reversing treatments are
available, however they must be administered within a set time-frame following the onset of symptoms; and

WHEREAS, since 2011, 75 facilities in Kansas have committed to improving access to acute stroke treatment and
decreasing both disability and mortality from stroke; and

WHEREAS, all the state of Kansas health and safety-focused entities such as hospitals, clinics, physicians’ medical
practices, health departments, pharmacies, fire, EMS, public safety, social services and the departments of aging, and
the Kansas Initiative for Stroke Survival will be urged to participate in improving stroke literacy across the state of
Kansas by educating all its employees, volunteers, and associated communities; and

WHEREAS, the state of Kansas community, including businesses, civic organizations, senior communities, faith-
based organizations and residents, will be encouraged to participate and contribute to the Stroke Smart: BE FAST
campaign through active citizenship efforts; and

WHEREAS, the goal to edurate everyone in the state of Kansas about stroke recognition and the importance of
dialing 911 immediately will be prioritized in order to reduce the onset of stroke to 911 interval and make the state of
Kansas a model for other communities, cities, counties, commonwealths, states and the nation thereby advancing the
vision of a Stroke Smart America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Laura Kelly, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF KANSAS, do hereby proclaim,
May 2023, as

Stroke Smart Kansas Month

in the state of Kansas and I urge all citizens to join in this observation.

DONE: At the Capitol in Topeka
under the Great Seal of
the State this 1** day of
May, A.D. 2023
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