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FAQs Monitoring Requirements for Lead and Copper in Tap Water 

1. Can I establish my LCRR tap sample locations before I complete my Lead Service Line Inventory?  
No, the information developed in the Lead Service Line Inventory is necessary to identify the LCRR 
tap sample locations. 

2. Have the sample siting criteria changed? Yes, the tier definitions in the LCRR differ from the LCR 
and will result in changes to existing compliance sampling locations for some waterworks. The tier 
definitions are as follows: 

Community Waterworks  
LCRR Tier Description 

Tier 1 sampling sites Single-family structures1 that are served by a lead 
service line. When multiple-family residences 
comprise at least 20 percent of the structures 
served by the water system, the system may 
include these types of structures in its Tier 1 
sampling pool, if served by a lead service line.* 

Tier 2 sampling sites Buildings, including multiple-family residences 
that are served by a lead service line.* 

Tier 3 sampling sites Single-family structures that contain galvanized 
lines identified as being downstream of a lead 
service line (LSL) currently or in the past, or 
known to be downstream of a lead gooseneck, 
pigtail or connector.* 

Tier 4 sampling sites Single-family structures that contain copper pipes 
with lead solder installed before the effective 
date of the State's applicable lead ban (April 1, 
1986).* 

Tier 5 sampling sites Single-family structures or buildings, including 
multiple family residences that are 
representative of sites throughout the 
distribution system. A representative site is a site 
in which the plumbing materials used at that site 
would be commonly found at other sites served 
by the water system. Water systems may use 
non-residential buildings that are representative 
of sites throughout the distribution system if and 
only if there are an insufficient number of single-
family or multiple family residential Tier 5 sites 
available. 

1EPA considers townhouses and duplexes with individual water service lines (basement to roof is one 
dwelling) “single family”.  Apartments and condominiums are “multi-family” per EPA even if they have 
their own service laterals off of a riser and individual meters. 

*Sites with lead status unknown service lines must not be used as Tier 1, 2, 3, or 4 sampling sites. 
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Nontransient Noncommunity Waterworks 
LCRR Tier Description 

Tier 1 sampling sites Sites that are served by a lead service line.* 
Tier 3 sampling sites Sites that contain galvanized lines identified as 

being downstream of a lead service line (LSL) 
currently or in the past, or known to be 
downstream of a lead gooseneck, pigtail or 
connector.* 

Tier 5 sampling sites Sites that are representative of sites throughout 
the distribution system. A representative site is a 
site in which the plumbing materials used at that 
site would be commonly found at other sites 
served by the water system.  

*Sites with lead status unknown service lines must not be used as Tier 1 or 3 sampling sites. 

3. What are the sampling pool requirements? A water system must complete the sample pool using 
Tier 1 sites. When there are insufficient Tier 1 sites, the water system must complete its sampling 
pool with the next tier sites, and so on until the sample pool is completed. 

4. Are there special requirements for waterworks with LSLs? Yes, a waterworks with LSLs must 
complete the sampling pool with sites served by LSLs. 

5. What if my water system has insufficient LSLs to complete the sampling pool with only LSLs? A 
water system that cannot identify a sufficient number of sampling sites served by lead service lines 
must still collect samples from every site served by a lead service line, and collect the remaining 
samples in accordance with tiering requirements. 

6. What do I do if a customer refuses to participate in the sampling pool? If, for reasons beyond the 
control of the water system, the water system cannot gain entry to a sampling site in order to 
collect a follow up tap sample, the system may collect the follow-up tap sample from another 
sampling site in its sampling pool as long as the new site meets the same targeting criteria, and is 
within reasonable proximity of the original site. 

7. Is the number of samples we need to collect changing?  The LCRR does not change the number of 
sample sites for standard and reduced monitoring; however, water systems must collect a first draw 
sample and a fifth liter sample for lead monitoring at LSL sample sites. 

8. What if I don’t have enough unique sampling locations (nontransient noncommunity)?  A 
waterworks that has fewer than five drinking water taps, that can be used for human consumption 
meeting the sample site criteria, must collect at least one sample from each tap and then must 
collect additional samples from those taps on different days during the monitoring period to meet 
the required number of sites. Alternatively the State may allow these public water systems to collect 
a number of samples less than the required number of sites, provided that 100 percent of all taps 
that can be used for human consumption are sampled. The State must approve this reduction of the 
minimum number of samples in writing based on a request from the system or onsite verification by 
the State. States may specify sampling locations when a system is conducting reduced monitoring. 

 
This FAQ document does not replace or supersede the requirements of the EPA Lead and Copper Rule or 
guidance published by the EPA. You may find more information on the requirements at 40 CFR § 141.86. 


