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Outline

• Epi of TB and corrections
• Correctional facilities in Virginia
• TB recommendations in corrections
• Expectations and best practices
• Scenarios
• Resources 



Acronyms

• TB – tuberculosis 
• TST – tuberculin skin test
• IGRA – interferon gamma release assay (blood test for TB infection)
• CXR – chest x-ray
• LTBI – latent TB infection
• LHD – local health department



Epi of TB and Corrections



Tuberculosis prevention and care can be 
particularly challenging in correctional 
facilities in which persons from diverse 
backgrounds and communities are housed in 
close proximity for varying periods. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5509.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5509.pdf


Number and Percentage of Correctional Facility* 
Residents Aged ≥ 15 Years with TB, United States, 
1993-2021

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm


TB Cases Among Correctional Facility Residents 
Aged ≥ 15 Years by Type of Facility, United States, 
1993-2021

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm


TB Cases Among Correctional Facility Residents 
Aged ≥ 15 Years by Type of Facility, United States, 
2021

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/populations/correctional/default.htm


TB Cases Among Correctional Facility Residents 
Aged ≥ 15 Years, Virginia, 2009-2022

Virginia Electronic Disease Surveillance System, Accessed January 23, 2023. 



Correctional Facilities in Virginia



Local and Regional Jails

Local Jails (n=37)
• Serve a particular city or county
• Responsibility of sheriffs and 

elected officials
• Overseen by Virginia Board of 

Local and Regional Jails

Regional Jails (n=22)
• Replace or supplement a local jail
• Operated by a superintendent 

under the authority of a board
• Overseen by Virginia Board of 

Local and Regional Jails and 
Virginia Department of 
Corrections

Population Range: 26-1,930
Average Length of Stay: 17 days

https://vadoc.virginia.gov/
https://bolrj.virginia.gov/


State Prisons

Major institutions (n=27)
Field units (n=8)
Work centers (n=5)
Private prison (n=1)
Secure hospital unit (n=2)

Population Range: 100-2,500
Average Length of Stay: 6 years

Overseen by Virginia Department 
of Corrections

https://vadoc.virginia.gov/


Federal Prisons

United States Penitentiary – Lee
• Pennington Gap, Virginia

Federal Correctional Complex –
Petersburg

• Hopewell, VA

Population Range: 1,500-2,000
Average Length of Stay: 5-10 years

Overseen by Federal Bureau of 
Prisons

https://www.bop.gov/


Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

Immigration Centers of America
• Farmville, VA

Caroline Detention Facility
• Bowling Green, VA

Population Range: fluctuates (36,000 total in all ICE facilities based on 2018 estimate)

Average Length of Stay: hours, days, weeks, months

Overseen by United States 
Department of Homeland 
Security

https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities


Juvenile Justice

Correctional Center (n=1)

Juvenile Detention Centers (n=24)

Population Range: 3,000 total in the juvenile justice system, many in the 
community on diversion plans

Average Length of Stay: Variable

Overseen by United States 
Department of Juvenile Justice

Juvenile Detention                          
Centers operated by 
localities

http://www.djj.virginia.gov/


TB Recommendations in Corrections

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdfhttps://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5509.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5509.pdf


Resources for correctional facilities

https://vadoc.virginia.gov/files/operating-procedures/700/vadoc-op-720-2.pdf https://www.bop.gov/resources/pdfs/TB_CPG.pdf

https://vadoc.virginia.gov/files/operating-procedures/700/vadoc-op-720-2.pdf
https://www.bop.gov/resources/pdfs/TB_CPG.pdf


Key principle

Early identification and successful treatment of persons with TB 
disease is the most effective means of preventing disease transmission

All incoming persons, regardless of facility size or type should be 
immediately:

• screened for symptoms of pulmonary TB 
• observed for presence of a cough or evidence of significant weight loss

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


TB screening in correctional facilities

Based on:
• Type of facility
• Prevalence of TB infection & disease in the facility
• Prevalence of TB in the residents’ communities
• Prevalence of other risk factors for TB (e.g., HIV)
• Average length of stay
• Results of facility risk assessment (next slide)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


Annual facility risk assessment

Minimal risk
• No infectious TB in facility in last year
• Does not house substantial numbers of 

residents 
• with TB risk factors (HIV, injection drug use)
• from areas of the world with high rates of TB

• Employees are not otherwise at risk of TB

Nonminimal risk
• If all criteria of minimal 

risk not met, the facility 
has nonminimal risk

• Administrative Controls
• Environmental Controls
• Respiratory-Protection Controls

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


Actions at intake
Minimal Risk Facilities

• Symptom screen
• Risk assessment
• Further testing if any TB risks 

identified. TST/IGRA or CXR.

Nonminimal Risk Facilities

• Symptom screen
• TST/IGRA or CXR within 7 days

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdf


Actions during period of residence
Nonminimal Risk Facilities

• Hx of negative TB test: annual TB testing
• Hx of positive TB test: annual symptom screen

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/correctionalhealth/docs/At-A-Glance-Corrections.pdf


Staff Screening and Testing: Upon Hire
All Facilities

• Symptom screen and risk assessment at time of hire/prior to 
beginning work. 

• Baseline test for infection if no documentation of a previous 
positive result.

• IGRA or two-step TST
• Can use documented result in prior 12 months if available and no new risk

• CXR and medical evaluation if test is positive

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


Staff Screening and Testing: Annually
All Facilities 

• Hx of negative TB test: annual TB testing
• Hx of positive TB test: annual screening for symptoms of TB 

disease

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


Screening and Testing of Non-Residents and 
Non-Staff Members

• The facility should consider others who visit the facility 
often, such as volunteers and other service providers. 

• Screening and testing activities should follow the same 
process as for employees. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5509a1.htm


Expectations and Best Practices



Clients receiving TB treatment



12VAC5-90-225. Additional data to be 
reported related to persons with active 
tuberculosis disease (confirmed or suspected)

• Initial report
• Secondary report
• Subsequent reports
• Written treatment plan
• Treatment plan submitted to LHD director/designee

• Started
• Modified
• Prior to discharge or transfer

Statutory Authority
§ 32.1-35 of the Code of Virginia

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title12/agency5/chapter90/section225/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-35/


Needed actions

Active TB
• Visit facility – meet client if  possible
• Offer to collect sputum/ensure 

collection 
• Provide guidance on case 

management, lab interpretation
• Receive monthly update/assessment
• Receive monthly medication 

administration record
• Continuity of care if discharged

LTBI
• Confirm reported to 

Health Department
• Continuity of care if 

discharged on treatment



Contact Investigations



LHD involvement

• Get involved as soon as possible 
• Index patient medical history review
• Interview index patient
• Define infectious period
• Bed tracing/other activity tracing during infectious period
• Facility tour
• Create linelist of contacts and prioritize
• Testing plan

• First round testing 
• Second round testing
• Test choice
• Expansion if needed



https://www.bop.gov/resource
s/pdfs/TB_CPG.pdf

https://www.bop.gov/resources/pdfs/TB_CPG.pdf


Reporting



Reporting

• Facilities should report to the LHD by phone if they identify a 
possible active TB case.

• Facility medical teams should report LTBI in staff and residents if 
newly identified

https://redcap.vdh.virginia.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=HKYYTPJ9CL


Scenarios



Contact investigation in a regional jail
Case 1 - Early 2022
• Pulmonary TB

• Reported negative TST (8mm) & CXR 
from correctional facility outside of VA

• Incidental finding during hospitalization 
for other medical concerns 

• Cavitary lesion
• Only 1 positive sputum smear (1+)

• CI initiated 
• Facility provided list of 24 contacts 
• Testing done by facility
• No transmission reported

Case 2 – Mid/late 2022
• Extrapulmonary TB

• Significant weight loss
• No CI 

Late 2022 – Genetic testing reveals 
that two TB cases match!

Late 2022/Early 2023 
• Cluster investigation

• Cases overlapped at same facility 
during Case 1’s infectious period

• Case 2 not listed as a contact on initial 
facility list, but determined they were 
housed together

• CI for case 1 expanded



Contact investigation in a regional jail

• What can we learn from this?



Case in a local and regional jail

• Pulmonary TB
• Sputum smear positive
• Abnormal CXR
• Weight loss

• Transfer from local jail to a 
regional jail with a negative 
pressure room

• Sputum collection continued at 
the regional jail to monitor for 
infectiousness

• Jail medical team ordered PCR 
testing on sputum specimens to 
monitor for infectiousness

• PCR testing is not helpful in determining infectiousness



Case in a local and regional jail

• What can we learn from this?



Resources



Facility Type General/Oversight Facility Population Length of Stay

Local jails (n=37)
• Serve a particular city or county
• Responsibility of sheriffs & elected officials
• VA Board of Local and Regional Jails and VADOC

Range from 26 - 1,930 Average of 17 days

Regional jails (n=22)

• Replace or supplement a local jail
• Operated by a superintendent under the 

authority of a board
• VA Board of Local and Regional Jails and VADOC

State prisons
• Major institutions (n=27)
• Field units (n=8)
• Work centers (n=5)
• Private prison (n=1)
• Secure hospital unit (n=2)

VADOC Range from 100 – 2,500 Average of 6 years

Federal prison (n=2) Federal Bureau of Prisons 1,500-2,000
Average of 5-10 
years

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement facility (n=2)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
36,000 total in ICE 
facilities (2018 estimate)

Hours, days, 
weeks, months

Juvenile Justice
• Correctional center (n=1)
• Juvenile detention centers  

(n=24)

Department of Juvenile Justice
JDCs – operated by localities

3,000 total in the juvenile 
justice system, many in 
the community on 
diversion plans



LHD TB Program Correctional Facility Checklist

Tool to help 
guide an 
agenda and 
conversation 
during an 
annual meeting 
with 
correctional 
facilities in your 
jurisdiction. 



Locate a resident

• Virginia Department of Corrections
• Use the VADOC locator: Offender Locator — Virginia Department of 

Corrections

• Federal Prison
• Use the Bureau of Prisons locator: Inmate Locator (bop.gov)

• Ice Facility
• Use the ICE locator: Online Detainee Locator System (ice.gov)

https://www.vadoc.virginia.gov/general-public/offender-locator/
https://www.bop.gov/inmateloc/
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/index


Thank you!  

• Questions??
• Please complete evaluation that will appear when you exit the meeting.

Laura Young, Surveillance Coordinator/TB Epi
Laura.r.young@vdh.virginia.gov

Amanda Khalil, TB Nurse Consultant
Amanda.Khalil@vdh.virginia.gov

mailto:Laura.r.young@vdh.virginia.gov
mailto:Amanda.Khalil@vdh.virginia.gov
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