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Jan Fed Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Jan Feb Mar Apr

16 2023

April 21
U.S. 
announced 
Uniting
for Ukraine 
initiative

February 24
Russia 
invaded 
Ukraine

July 13
DHS extended 
time to attest 
to IGRA 
completion to 
90 days

May 17
First Ukrainian 
parolee tested 
at LHD

May 9
TB program 
communication 
to regional TB 
programs

Dec



Ukrainians



Program Planning and Partnership

• Meeting with Refugee Health Coordinator at Tennessee Office for 
Refugees (TOR).

• Concern from TOR was that state refugee health clinics would not 
be able to accommodate the volume in the required timeframe.

• Solution was for local health departments to absorb the influx and 
provide testing.
– TOR communicated to all refugee health clinics to refer individuals to their 

local health departments.  



Ukrainian National presents 
to local/regional HD for IGRA 

testing.

Complete all paperwork 
including a TB RAT.

Complete all fields on the QFT Test Request and 
Processing Log.  The letter  U  should be placed 
by the individual s name to denote a Ukrainian 

National.

Draw QFT and HIV.  HIV 
testing is via opt-out meaning 

the client or guardian can 
refuse and HIV test.

Send specimens to the state 
public health lab.  Ensure that 

QFT Test Request and 
Processing Log is sent with the 

specimens.

State public health lab 
receives specimens and sends 
TB program director a copy of 

the QFT Test Request and 
Processing Log if there is a  U  

next to any client s name.

Explain to client that the TB 
program recommends a chest 
X-ray (CXR) to rule out active 
disease.  Emphasize that this 
is not a requirement and is 

strictly voluntary.

Does the client agree to have 
a CXR?

If the CXR cannot be done at the time of the QFT either (1) 
schedule the client for a CXR appointment at the TB clinic 
or (2) refer the client to an outpatient radiology center.  If 

the client is referred to an outpatient radiology center, 
complete a Prior Authorization (PA) and send to central 

office for approval and payment.

Provide the client with results 
when available.

Data from the QFT Test 
Request and Processing Log 

are entered into a 
spreadsheet.

Once results are available, the 
spreadsheet is updated, and a 

copy of all results are 
emailed/faxed to regional TB 

program manager.

YES

NO

Local/Regional Public Health Department

State Public Health Laboratory (SPHL)

Central Office



U4U Funding

• Three (3) rounds of funding.
– Total amount received: $303,464

• Expenditures
– QFT supplies

– Translation services

– Outpatient QFT services

– Supplies for rapid molecular susceptibility testing at the state lab?



Cubans, Haitians, 
Nicaraguans, & Venezuelans



Jan Fed Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Jan Feb Mar Apr

16 2023

October 12
DHS announces 
Venezuelan 
initiative

Dec

January 5
Parolee 
process for 
Venezuelans 
extended to 
Cubans, 
Haitians, and 
Nicaraguans

November 21
First 
Venezuelan 
parolee tested 
at LHD

March 14
First Cuban 
parolee tested 
at LHD

March 6
First 
Nicaraguan 
parolee tested 
at LHD

March 1
First Haitian 
parolee tested 
at LHD



Ukrainian National presents 
to local/regional HD for IGRA 

testing.

Complete all paperwork 
including a TB RAT.

Complete all fields on the QFT 
Test Request and Processing Log.  
The letter  U  should be placed 

by the individual s name to 
denote a Ukrainian National.

Draw QFT and HIV.  HIV 
testing is via opt-out meaning 

the client or guardian can 
refuse and HIV test.

Send specimens to the state 
public health lab.  Ensure that 

QFT Test Request and 
Processing Log is sent with the 

specimens.

State public health lab 
receives specimens and sends 
TB program director a copy of 

the QFT Test Request and 
Processing Log if there is a  U  

next to any client s name.

Explain to client that the TB 
program recommends a chest 
X-ray (CXR) to rule out active 
disease.  Emphasize that this 
is not a requirement and is 

strictly voluntary.

Does the client agree to have 
a CXR?

If the CXR cannot be done at the time of the QFT either (1) 
schedule the client for a CXR appointment at the TB clinic 
or (2) refer the client to an outpatient radiology center.  If 

the client is referred to an outpatient radiology center, 
complete a Prior Authorization (PA) and send to central 

office for approval and payment.

Provide the client with results 
when available.

Data from the QFT Test 
Request and Processing Log 

are entered into a 
spreadsheet.

Once results are available, the 
spreadsheet is updated, and a 

copy of all results are 
emailed/faxed to regional TB 

program manager.

YES

NO

Local/Regional Public Health Department

State Public Health Laboratory (SPHL)

Central Office

Add  N,   C,   H,  or  V  for 
Nicaraguans, Cubans, 

Haitians, or Venezuelans



Data Summary (as of 
10/16/23)



Total Tested (N=1,063)

Ukrainian Venezuelan Haitian Cuban Nicaraguan



QFT % Positivity
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Chest X-rays
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Total CXRs Performed: 231



Evaluation and Treatment

• Total QFT-positive: 69
– Fully evaluated: 48 (69.6%)

– Reasons not evaluated: refused (2), lost to follow-up (1), moved (1)

TBI Treatment Information

Completed Still on tx Chose to stop Lost to f/u Moved

Total started treatment: 24 
(50.0% of those fully evaluated)



Wrap-Up



Challenges

• Language barrier

• Client trust of public health

• Sponsors/spokesperson



Successes

• Flexibility

• Tennessee Office for Refugees (TOR)

• Strengthened partnerships with non-public health entities

• SNTC

• Outreach to existing communities

• Uptake of voluntary CXRs

• HIV testing as part of the QFT process



Lessons Learned

• Know your communities

• Know what translation services are available to you

• QFT + little kids = no fun (but we already knew that)

• We are all in this together (we already knew that too)
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