
Welcome!



Fun Fact: In the early 1800s, outbreaks of TB disease sparked “vampire 

panics” throughout New England. Some people believed that the first family 

member to die of TB disease came back as a vampire to infect the rest of the 

family.
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Global TB Program Updates
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• 10.7 million people were diagnosed with active TB in 2024
• 1.23 million people died from TB in 2024
• 2.4 million people with active TB went undiagnosed in 2024 
• 23% of the global population is estimated to have latent TB
• Multi-drug resistant (MDR-TB) is particularity a global threat
• TB represents 38% of drug-resistance-related deaths (most of any disease)
• Since 2000, US global TB programs have reduced TB-related deaths by 58% and 

helped save more than 79 million lives



National TB Program Updates
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• TB continues to be detected in every US state and territory 
• 13 million people in the US live with latent TB infection
• State TB programs continue to be flat funded
• Difficult to fund targeted testing and preventive treatment campaigns
• Compromises the ability to adequately address TB elimination efforts in the US
• This leaves our communities vulnerable
• CDC estimates that the cost of treating a patient with drug-susceptible TB averages 
$25,099; treating a patient with MDR-TB in the United States averaged $153,999; treating 
a patient with extremely drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) averaged to $612,999
• Early detection and comprehensive treatment help avoid higher costs, drug 
resistance, and overuse of resources 



VDH TB Program Update
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A few things to highlight

● AHIP Updates

● TB Medication Cost Increases

● Isolation Recommendations

● Eligibility Guidance

● IGRA Eligibility

● Training Focus

● Newsletter

● New Program Manager
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Alternative Housing and Incentive Program

● Increased food support

● Consideration of family size

● Lyft rides to appointments for pediatric contacts

● Simplified process* for paying for motels 

through third party

*most of the time
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Thank you to Pharmacy Partners!

• In 2025 Teva divested Isoniazid Tablets to Genus 

Lifesciences making it the sole manufacturer for Isoniazid 

(INH) medications. 

• The transfer of manufacturing rights caused a shortage of 

the medication, as well as a price increase. 

• Programs started to see price increases anywhere from 

600%-17,800% nationally.

Examples of what these prices can look like:



Isolation Recommendations

9



Major Shifts
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Reduced emphasis on smear status after initiation 
of appropriate TB treatment

Increased emphasis on effectiveness of 
appropriate TB treatment

Potential for more clients to be released sooner



Eligibility Guidance
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https://vdhweb.vdh.virginia.gov/community-health-services/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2019/04/Eligibility-Guidance-Document-Signed.pdf


12

Eligibility Guidance

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/175/2023/03/Guidance-for-Districts-VDH-TB-Program-Payment-or-Reimbursment-of-IGRA-Costs-02-2023.pdf


2025 Training and Events Recap
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● 25 training opportunities offered reaching over 1,000 participants



2025 Training and Events Recap

● New Nurse Training (3)​​
● Managing Nontuberculous Mycobacteria (NTM) Investigations in VEDSS​​
● World TB Day​​
● VDH Clinician Meeting​​
● EDN Training (6)​​
● RVCT/VEDSS Training​​
● Updated Isolation Recommendations Webinar​​
● Non-Physician Health Director Training (3)​​
● GTBI-VDH TB Clinical Intensive
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2026 Training and Events

● MDR-TB Webinar​
● TB Across the Lifespan Webinar 

and Office Hours​
● New Nurse Training (3)​
● Treating TB During Pregnancy 

and Breastfeeding​
● TB Outreach Worker Training​
● VEDSS Training​
● EDN Training​
● World Refugee Day Webinar with 

the VDH Newcomer Health and TB 
Programs​

● NTC in CA and more!
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Biennial TB and Newcomer Health Nurse Meeting

● Taking place September 9-11, 2026 

at Hotel Madison in Harrisonburg, VA

● Districts will be notified about travel 

process, number of spots, etc. in the 

coming months
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Newsletter

● Email tuberculosis@vdh.virginia.gov

if you are not receiving this and 

would like to. 

● Includes updates, kudos, new or 

revised materials, training 

opportunities, and more. 
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mailto:tuberculosis@vdh.virginia.gov
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Welcome to our new TB Program Manager: 

Lauren Swensson
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