
Purpose of the SDY Case Registry
CDC and NIH developed the SDY Case Registry to count the number of cases 
and understand the causes and risk factors for infants, children and young 
adults who die suddenly and unexpectedly, and to inform strategies to 
prevent future deaths. 

SDY Case Flow 

Phase 1: SDY Case Registry

Phase 2: Research

Not currently a grantee, but interested in SDY?  
•	Use the National Child Death Review Case Reporting System 

to monitor SDY cases - all Child Death Review teams have 
access to the SDY Case Registry variables. 

•	Encourage forensic pathologists to use the SDY Case Registry 
Autopsy Guidance/Summary, and save blood and/or tissue 
samples for future DNA testing by families or medical 
examiners.

SDY Case Registry Grantees, 
2014-2018

Delaware, Georgia, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire, 
Nevada, Tennesee, and selected 
jurisdictions in California, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin

More info on SDY:
http://go.usa.gov/cRECz

Case Reporting System:
https://www.
childdeathreview.org/resources/
national-cdr-case-reporting-system/

Learn More:

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, National Institutes of 
Health, Michigan Public Health 
Institute, and the National 
Center for the Review and 
Prevention of Child Death

Partners

Sudden Death in the Young (SDY) 
Case Registry

Collect and store DNA for future research, banking, and 
diagnostic testing

Build on existing Child Death Review programs to develop a 
surveillance system for SDY cases

Conduct Advanced Review (clinical and forensic) to categorize 
SDY cases

Make the SDY case information and DNA samples available to 
investigators

Support studies using SDY case information to evaluate 
causes of and risk factors for SDY
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http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/sites/www.nhlbi.nih.gov/files/SDY_Autopsy_Guidance_Final22Jan2015%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/sites/www.nhlbi.nih.gov/files/SDY_Autopsy_Guidance_Final22Jan2015%5b1%5d.pdf



