GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

18. Does the school need a standing order to perform these tests? How can the school get one?

MAINTAINING A HEALTHY FACILITY AND

Yes, the division or school must have a standing order from a prescriptive authority (e.g., physician) in place prior to
requesting test kits from VDH. Schools have two options for fulfilling this requirement:

PREVENTING
COVID-19
FREQUENTLY

1) Divisions and schools may obtain a standing order from a local healthcare provider with prescriptive authority
(e.g., school physician, local pediatrician)

ASKED QUESTIONS

OR

For

2) Schools may elect to use the K-12 Statewide Standing Order. A school that elects to use the statewide standing
order will not need to obtain a prescription from an individual with prescriptive authority, but is required to
comply
withOther
all conditions
of the standing order, including ensuring a licensed healthcare professional conducts
Business
and
Establishments
or supervises testing and assumes responsibility for following up with individuals who receive a positive test
result.

Vaccine and Scheduling Continued

19. What should schools know about the CLIA Certificate of Waiver process?

Effective May 28, 2021, the following public health recommendations apply to general business (non-healthcare)
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Each school within a division that will be completing BinaxNOW tests on-site will need to complete the application form
appointments.
Development of vaccines is strictly controlled by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and their use is
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20. Are there requirements around the storage or disposal of tests?
6 ft

All staff administering BinaxNOW tests should follow the instructions provided on the Abbott BinaxNOW package insert
Establish
policies
and
practices
for physical
regarding
specimen
collection,
handling,
transport distance.
and storage as is detailed here: https://www.fda.gov/media/141570/
download

In most settings, unvaccinated individuals should continue to stay at least 6 ft apart from people outside their
In accordance
with the individuals
BinaxNOW COVID-19
Ag in
Card
instructions
forshould
use (IFU),
kitsthe
must
be stored
at temperatures
household.
Unvaccinated
not living
thetest’s
same
household
stilltest
have
ability
to distance
between 2°C and 30°C (35.6°F - 86°F). The IFU states to ensure that the test components (Antigen card and buffer) are at room
themselves
from (59°F
otherand
unvaccinated
in anof
establishment
or venue.
Businesses
mayreduced
have physical
temperature
86°F) during people
performance
the test. The test’s
accuracy
is significantly
when used outside of
engineering
systems range.
in place
maintain
at least 6 package
ft of distancing
signage,
floor markers,
etc) throughout
this temperature
Seetothe
Abbott BinaxNOW
insert for(through
instructions
on its proper
use.
the establishment, but especially in locations where unvaccinated and vaccinated people may be co-located (such
PPE may be included in regular solid waste trash, provided it is not packaged or labeled as biohazard waste. Nasal swabs from
as entrances,
congregation
points,
seating
areas,
lines,
andare
employee
areas).
A more stringent
a test kit used
to determine
whether
a person
hascheck-out
an infection
and that
disposedcommon
of at a school
are considered
biological
waste policy
per package
insert.
distancing
for the
entire facility may be appropriate when a large percentage of unvaccinated individuals
(e.g., children) are regularly in a facility, or when local transmission levels of COVID-19 are substantial or high.

Workplace Health Recommendations5/27/2021
FAQ - Virginia
K-12 School COVID-19 Testing - 3/25/2021
15

VDH.Virginia.gov
VDH.Virginia.gov

Promote
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18. Does the school need a standing order to perform these tests? How can the school get one?
Yes, frequent
the division
or school
musthand
havewashing
a standingby
order
from a prescriptive
(e.g.,entering
physician)into
in place
prior to
Promote
and
thorough
providing
employeesauthority
and patrons
the space
with
requesting test kits from VDH. Schools have two options for fulfilling this requirement:
a place to wash their hands. If soap and running water are not immediately available, provide hand sanitizers for
1) staff
Divisions
and schools
may obtain
a standing
order fromata entry
local healthcare
providerFurther
with prescriptive
authority
customers and
throughout
the place
of business,
particularly
and exit points.
hand hygiene
(e.g., school physician, local pediatrician)
guidance can be found on the CDC website. A CDC training video is available here. Additional requirements for
OR
employees and employers
can be found in the Department of Labor and Industry’s Final Permanent Standard for
Infectious Disease
Prevention
of the
SARSVirus that
CausesOrder.
COVID-19.
2) Schools
may elect
to use
the CoV-2
K-12 Statewide
Standing
A school that elects to use the statewide standing

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

order will not need to obtain a prescription from an individual with prescriptive authority, but is required to
comply with all conditions of the standing order, including ensuring a licensed healthcare professional conducts
Practice routine
cleaningtesting
(and disinfect
if responsibility
needed). for following up with individuals who receive a positive test
or supervises
and assumes
result.

Vaccine and Scheduling

Continued
Follow CDC guidance for cleaning and disinfecting the facility or space. Surfaces frequently touched by multiple
19. What should schools know about the CLIA Certificate of Waiver process?
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temperature (59°F and 86°F) during performance of the test. The test’s accuracy is significantly reduced when used outside of
this temperature range. See the Abbott BinaxNOW package insert for instructions on its proper use.

Incorporate
ventilation
as a mitigation
strategy.
PPE may be
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solid waste trash,
provided it is not packaged or labeled as biohazard waste. Nasal swabs from

a test kit used to determine whether a person has an infection and that are disposed of at a school are considered biological
waste
per package
insert.and interventions can reduce the airborne concentrations of COVID-19 inside a building.
Proper
ventilation
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See VDH Ventilation Best Practices and CDC guidance for more information on using ventilation as a strategy to help
reduce COVID-19 transmission in buildings.
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