Well Testing Information
Newly constructed private wells in Virginia are required to be tested for bacteria as a condition for use. While not required, and regardless of whether the well is existing or brand new, VDH suggests that prospective homebuyers test private well water for basic indicators, bacteriological and radiological chemicals of concern (see below).
Water quality in wells tends to be stable, and if change occurs, it typically happens slowly. For this reason, once baseline water quality is established, several years can pass before the need for retesting of wells that are properly constructed and safely located. Bacteria and nitrate are the exceptions, and annual testing is recommended.
Private well users should always consider additional testing if a wellhead is flooded, or if there is a noticeable change in quality, taste or appearance or any other unexplained change in a previously trouble-free well.
Local water testing laboratories include:
· James R. Reed & Associates, 770 Pilot House Drive Newport News, VA 23606
Phone: (757)-873-4703

· Universal Laboratories, 20 Research Drive Hampton, VA 23666
Phone: (757)-865-0880 

· Coastal Bioanalysts Inc., 6400 Enterprise Ct, Gloucester, VA 23061
Phone: (804)-694-8285

The Virginia Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services is responsible for the accreditation of commercial laboratories under the Virginia Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (VELAP). You can find a current listing of accredited laboratories HERE. Most commercial laboratories can provide you with everything you need for your well sampling event, including sample containers, preservatives, and detailed instructions on the procedure to collect the sample.

Another source is the Virginia Household Water Quality Program administered through the Virginia Cooperative Extension, which offers low-cost annual water well testing/drinking water clinics at various locations throughout Virginia.

Information about PFAS in private well can be found here.
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