
Legend
Inova Cares

1

Neighborhood Health, FQHC
1

Charity Clinics
1

HealthWorks, FQHC
1

Demographics
Vulnerability Index Census Tract
(2021)

Very Low

Low

Average

High

Very High

Federal Tracts 2020

This map is intended for reference purposes only. Fairfax County does not
provide any guarantee of the accuracy or completeness regarding the map

information. Read the full Fairfax County GIS disclaimer here:
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/disclaimer.

0 5 10

Fairfax County Safety Net

Ashley Vassallo
Fairfax County Health Department
MPH Candidate, George Washington University 
Cohort 4, 2026 

Lack of health insurance coverage and the rising cost of care 
Chronic disease burden and access to specialty care
Challenges with system navigation
An expressed desire for culturally competent care
Transportation access  
An estimated 55,000 people may lose existing health coverage in
Fairfax County due to changes in Federal Law (H.R. 1). 
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Used GIS software to map existing clinics.

Estimated time and travel distance between
selected census tracts and existing clinics.
Received stakeholder input on current demands for
care from Culmore Free Clinic, NOVA FQHC’s, and
Inova Cares.
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Evaluate impacts of H.R. 1 on county coverage trends and healthcare
utilization post-implementation. 
Determine funding source (county budget, grants, private donors).  
Evaluate disease burden in selected communities (CDC, BRFS). 
Consider service expansion (dental, pediatrics, behavioral health).
Determine the availablity of  physical clinic space. 
Hold community conversations for feedback on service needs. 

Analyzed ACS Census data to identify population estimates of
residents who are uninsured and have a household income of up to
400% of the FPL.

This project examined where a new safety net clinic may be best
positioned to provide primary care services for at-risk adults in
Fairfax County based on insurance status, household income and
geographical proximity to existing safety net clinics. 

While the neighborhoods of Annandale and Herndon have a
greater uninsured population and higher levels of poverty, the City
of Fairfax and the Lorton/Springfield neighborhoods lack
established safety net clinics within their communities.
Further, the Lorton/Springfield neighborhoods are experiencing a
growth in population with multiple redevelopment projects,
including a planned Inova Hospital expansion. Thus, the results
from this analysis indicate that if a new safety net clinic were to be
established in Fairfax County, it could be strategically placed to
serve the residents of the Lorton and Springfield communities.

Methods

Discussion & Results A) US Census Bureau: American Community Survey 5-Year
Summary Estimates, 2024. B) Fairfax County Vulnerability
Index, accessed via GIS software
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