
Provider Health and Safety Committee Meeting

February 2, 2018
Richmond Marriott, Henrico, Virginia 
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	Topic/Subject
	Discussion
	Recommendations, Action/Follow-up; Responsible Person

	Call to order:
	Meeting called to order at 9:02 by Chairman
	

	Approval of Meeting Minutes
	Brian Hricik asked to be added to the meeting minutes from the previous meeting.  With that change Lori Knowles motioned to approve the minutes. Brian Hricik second.  Motion passed unanimously
	

	Introductions of Members:
	Briant Atkins introduced himself. He is the Safety Officer for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs and will be representing the agency on the committee.
Amy Ashe, new staff at Peninsulas EMS Council introduced herself.
	

	Old Business:
	Provider Addiction – The committee was reminded of the discussion held at the August 2017 meeting regarding the need to offer monitoring programs for EMS providers that self-report problems with drug or alcohol.  Multiple committees are looking into the topic and discussing what to do.  Dan stated that EMS does not have access to resources and there is no recourse for maintaining certification if caught in a drug diversion.  He questioned how we can develop a program that allows EMS providers to recover and have the resources to have them do that.  Amy stated that the Advisory Board has a list of activities that they would like to see associated with this topic.  Lori expressed a desire to develop a program that allows EMS providers the opportunity to maintain their certification, recognizing that people make mistakes.  Dan said he would revisit the Operational Medical Direction and Workforce Development committees to see what they are doing so that we are not duplicating activities.  Jack stated that he believed our first approach is to determine what the problem is.  This data can then be utilized to define the problem areas. Dan said a task force could work to gather data.  Amy, Jack, Mary Kathryn, and Brian all expressed an interest in participating.
Mental Health Campaign – Karen provided an update on the Mental Health campaign.  She stated that a contract had been negotiated and the hope is to release the campaign at symposium.  She asked the committee members to share resources that are out there that the company can utilize for developing a work plan.  

 
	Karen will set up a meeting of the task force to advance the work on provider addiction.

	New Business:
	General Assembly – Jack updated the committee on the cancer bills in the General Assembly.  He stated that some changes were made, but that the reception for the bill was better than last year.

Safety Bulletins – Dan stated that this is the time of year the committee discusses a plan for safety bulletins for the coming year.  Some topics that were provided include: safe patient packaging, Update on Move Over and Struck by issues, NASEMSO Sleep Study (using the fatigue guidelines), EMS Safety Officer, Lifting and moving, Promoting pediatric transport safety harnesses, PPE

When the safety bulletins are created they will be sent to regional councils for sharing as well.  
Jack provided information on a new campaign that has been released aimed at educating the general public.  The campaign includes social media clips and free cards.  
Information on the opioid crisis and responding to should also be shared with law enforcement.  There is a Netflix documentary that provides interesting information on the opioid crisis in West Virginia. Chasing Dragons is a documentary about the problem in Virginia
	

	Next Scheduled Meeting:
	The next meeting is May 4 in conjunction with the next EMS Advisory Board Meeting
	

	Adjournment:
	Meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m.
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