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Directions 
 

1. Distribute two (2) copies of this form to each student. 
2. This form must be covered with your entire class on the last day of regularly scheduled 

classes.   
3. Instructors are required read this entire policy to all students verbatim. 
4. Students are required to sign one (1) copy of this form and return it to the instructor 

keeping the second copy for themselves. 
 
Eligibility for Certification Examination  
 

1. You must satisfy all items contained in state form TR-16—Course Expectations for 
Successful Completion. 

2. Successful completion of #1 above as evidenced by your Course Coordinator marking 
you as “Pass” on the Course Student Disposition Report (CSDR) and with the National 
Registry of EMT’s.  

3. Testing for initial certification must be started within 180 days of the course's end date. 
 

Terminal Competency Psychomotor Exam 
 
All students in BLS programs must have successfully completed a terminal competency 
psychomotor examination which allows the Program Director and Medical Director to validate 
entry-level psychomotor competency. This exam is to be conducted through competency based 
critical thinking scenarios as approved by the program’s EMS Physician.   

 

Cognitive Examinations 
 

1. Cognitive examinations are administered by the National Registry of EMT’s.  In order to 
sit for the cognitive exam, a student must have been marked for successful completion 
of their initial course by their Program Director PRIOR to being issued a National 
Registry of EMT’s (NREMT) Authorization to Test Letter (ATT). 

2. The National Registry of EMT’s has implemented computer based testing (CBT) for its 
cognitive tests.  CBT strengthens the NREMT's commitment to serving the EMS 
community and providing a valid and reliable exam process. It also provides numerous 
benefits to candidates, educators, and others in the EMS community as well as the 
public, including:  

a. More accurate, precise and fair evaluation of candidates' competency  
b. Increased EMS professionalism  
c. In most cases, next business day exam results  
d. Increased scheduling flexibility  
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e. Fortified examination security  
3. Candidates will apply to take the NREMT cognitive exam through the NREMT website.   

a. Once the candidate has made application, the Program Director is responsible 
for verifying course completion which will allow the Authorization To Test letter 
(ATT) letter to generate. 

b. Once the candidate is authorized to test and has an ATT letter, they will contact 
Pearson VUE by internet (if by telephone a fee will be charged for customer 
service support) 

i. Candidates, when applying for their cognitive exam have the opportunity 
to select whether they would like to take their exam face-to-face exams at 
a Pearson VUE Testing Center or a remotely proctored exam on Pearson 
OnVUE. 

o Face-to-face Cognitive Exam (Pearson VUE Test Center) 
a. Students can search for open Pearson VUE Test Centers 

near them by clicking this link: 
https://wsr.pearsonvue.com/testtaker/registration/SelectEx
amPage/NREMT?conversationId=1218760 

o Remotely Proctored Exam on Pearson OnVUE 
a. To learn more about Pearson OnVUE Remote Proctored 

Exams by 
visiting: https://home.pearsonvue.com/nremt/onvue 

4. For BLS certification, NREMT has chosen to make use of a computer adaptive test 
(CAT).  An “adaptive test” presents the candidate with items that will be most informative 
for measuring ability. Each testing experience is unique to the individual being tested 
and the exam is tailored to the ability of the candidate. In CAT, the computer determines 
with at least 95% certainty that: 

a. the candidate’s ability is either above or below the passing standard, OR 
b. the candidate receives a maximum number of items, OR 
c. the candidate runs out of time. 

Every time the candidate answers a question, the computer estimates the candidate’s 
ability.  With every additional answer, the ability estimate gets more precise. Based upon 
the most recent, revised ability estimate, the computer selects the next item to be 
presented, such that the candidate will find it challenging. There is no minimum 
percentage of items correct to pass.  Every candidate will be challenged to the limit of 
his/her ability.  Candidates will not receive exam results at the test center.  In most 
cases, exam results will be available the next business day on the NREMT website.  

5. Emergency Medical Responder Candidates  
a. EMR candidates are allowed three (3) opportunities to pass the cognitive 

examination provided all other requirements for national registration are met. 
Should a candidate fail the third and final attempt of the cognitive examination, 
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the candidate must complete another complete First Responder/Emergency 
Medical Responder course.  

b. Oral testing will not be permitted on cognitive examinations. The use of any 
electronic or mechanical device which translates the cognitive exam material into 
an audible or tactile format of any type is not permitted, but the use of normal 
corrective lenses is allowed.   

6. Emergency Medical Technician Candidates 
a. EMT candidates are allowed three (3) opportunities to pass the cognitive 

examination provided all other requirements for national registration are met. 
Candidates applying for the fourth attempt of the cognitive examination must 
submit official documentation verifying he/she has successfully completed twenty 
(20) hours of educational review with a recognized instructor that overviews the 
content of the Virginia EMS Education Standards (VEMSES) as outlined on the 
OEMS web site.  

i. This educational review must be completed after the third unsuccessful 
attempt of the cognitive examination.  

ii. Should a candidate fail the sixth and final attempt of the cognitive 
examination, the candidate must complete another complete EMT course. 
When results are not received or an application is not returned within 
three (3) weeks, candidates or coordinators are urged to contact the 
NREMT.  

b. Oral testing will not be permitted on cognitive examinations. The use of any 
electronic or mechanical device which translates the cognitive exam material into 
an audible or tactile format of any type is not permitted, but the use of normal 
corrective lenses is allowed.  

7. Testing period allowed  
a. Once your psychomotor examination competency has been verified with the 

National Registry, those results will remain valid for a maximum of two (2) years 
from the end date of your course as announced to OEMS. If your verification of 
completion is delayed, the two-year clock still begins on the last day of your 
course. 

8. Testing Accommodations  
Any testing accommodation requested based upon the American’s with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) must be submitted to the National Registry of EMT’s at least 3 weeks prior 
to the test site. The NREMT accommodation policy can be found at:  
www.nremt.org/nremt/about/policy_accommodations.asp  

9. Reciprocity for State Certification  
a. For students enrolled in a Virginia EMS program, reciprocity will be automatically 

processed in Virginia and a Virginia certification card will be issued and mailed to 
the student. 
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10. Follow These Steps to Take The NREMT Exam 
http://nremt.org/nremt/downloads/NREMT%20EMSStudent%209.23.pdf  

 Step 1: Create Your Account 
o Go to nremt.org and click on ‘Create New Account’. 

 Step 2: Login 
o After you have completed Step 1, you can return to the home 

page and log in with the username and password you created. 
 Step 3: Manage Your Account Information 

o Complete all the information in the Personal Account Information 
fields as prompted. The first and last name you include in this area 
should be the same as what appears on your driver’s license (or 
the ID you will present at the testing center), and is what will 
appear on your application, National Registry certificate, and card 
upon successful completion of the examination.  

  Step 4: Create a New Application 
o Click on ‘Create Certification Application’ to apply to take your 

exam.  
o Review the Personal Information Summary – if any items are 

incorrect, you can make corrections by clicking on ‘Manage 
Account Information’. 

o Select the application level you wish to complete. 
 Step 5: Pay Application Fee 

o First exam attempt:   
 The cost for first attempt at the NREMT exam will be paid 

for by the Virginia Office of EMS. 
 Schedule your exam carefully! Rescheduling 

fees apply!  
 Refunds cannot be issued for no-shows.  
 If you arrive late for your exam, you may lose 

your appointment! 
 If you are a no-show for your NREMT 

examination, the Office of EMS will be billed for 
the no show attempt. The Office will not pay for 
any subsequent attempts at the NREMT exam. 

o Second and subsequent attempts: 
 The candidate will assume the cost for all subsequent 

attempts at the NREMT exam.  
 Step 6: Check to See if You Are Approved to Take Your Exam  

o You will only see ‘Print ATT Letter’ when you have been verified to 
test! This link will not appear if the verification process is not yet 
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complete! 
o Monitor the progress of your application and watch for your 

Authorization to Test (ATT) Letter by going to the NREMT home 
page and logging in using your username and password. 

o Click on ‘View All Certification Applications’.  
o If you see ‘Submitted’ next to ‘Course Completion Verification’, 

this means the NREMT has submitted your information to the 
program you indicated and is waiting for authorization from the 
education program director indicating that you have completed the 
course.  

o If you see ‘Not Submitted’ next to the ‘Application Payment’, and 
you have had a previous attempt at the examination, you must 
pay the fee prior to receiving an ATT Letter. 

o When successful course completion has been verified by your 
education program director and payment has been made, you will 
see the following link: ‘Print ATT Letter’. 

 Step 7: Print the ATT Letter to Schedule Your Exam through Pearson 
VUE 

o Scroll down to see if the ‘Print ATT Letter’ appears.  
o Click on this link to print your ATT Letter. Print and follow the 

instructions in your ATT Letter. 
o Your ATT Letter will contain instructions on how to schedule your 

examination through the Pearson VUE website. 
o Your ATT Letter will also include other important information you 

should read carefully! 
 Please note! 

o Schedule your exam carefully! Rescheduling fees apply!  
o Refunds cannot be issued for no-shows.  
o If you arrive late for your exam, you may lose your 

appointment! 
 

My signature below indicates that I have read and understand the contents of the Certification 
Testing Policy for Basic Life Support Programs Form TR-11C.  
 
 

Student Name    
(printed)       

    
                 
 Signature Date Signed  

 


	1: 
	Date Signed: 


