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Performance Improvement: Initial Temperatures of Trauma Patients
Virginia Statewide Trauma Registry, 2021-2025

Key finding: ~20% of major trauma patients transported by ground and air EMS were hypothermic.
Early temperature management represents a statewide opportunity for improvement.
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Hypothermic Ground-to-Trauma Center Major Trauma Patients ‘

Between January 2021 and June 2025, 22.0% of major trauma patients (i.e., trauma-activated and 1SS
220) transported by ground ambulance to Level [-lll or Pediatric Trauma Centers in Virginia were
hypothermic, based on initial temperature recorded within 30 minutes of arrival.

N=3,197 | Mean ISS: 28.0 | Median (IQR) ISS: 26 (22-30)
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Hypothermic Air-Transported Patients

Between January 2021 and June 2025, 20.4% of injured patients (any ISS) transported by air medical
to any facility (frauma or non-trauma centers) in Virginia were hypothermic, based on initial
temperature recorded within 30 minutes of arrival.

N=4,960 | Mean ISS: 13.6 | Median (IQR) ISS: 10 (5-18)
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For additional methodology and data details, visit the Office of EMS Epidemiology page:

DataViz 1-Pager: https://tinyurl.com/InitialTempViz

ul Interactive Dashboard: https://tinyurl.com/InitialTempDash

Daisy Banta, MPH, OEMS Senior Epidemiologist. Reach out to epi.oems@vdh.virginia.gov with questions.
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