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Who Are We?

DRIVE SMART Virginia is a 501c3 dedicated to 
making Virginia’s roadways safer for all who 
travel them. 

Through education and outreach programs, 
DSV promotes traffic safety in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.
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The Problem

While Americans drove less in 2020 due to the 
pandemic, an estimated 38,680 people died in 
motor vehicle traffic crashes—the largest 
number of fatalities in 15 years. 

This represents an increase of over 7% percent 
as compared to the 36,096 fatalities reported in 
2019.
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During 2020, driving patterns and behaviors in the 
United States changed significantly. 

Of the drivers who remained on the roads, some 
engaged in riskier behavior, including speeding, 
failure to wear seat belts, and driving under 
the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 

These issues remain a problem in 2022.
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2021 in Virginia:

• 11% Increase in Pedestrian Fatalities

• 9.6% Increase in Speed-Related Fatalities
-With fewer vehicles on the road during COVID-19 restrictions, 
some drivers decided the open road was an invitation to 
recklessly speed. 

• 8.7% Increase in Unrestrained Occupant Injuries
-If ejected from a crash vehicle, there’s a 75% likelihood you 
will be killed. Properly wearing your seat belt is your best 
defense against a reckless, impaired, or distracted driver.
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In Just 24 Months, Traffic Fatalities in Virginia 
Increased 17%. 

Virginia DMV figures show that traffic fatalities 
increased from 827 in 2019 to 968 in 2021. 

So far, the trend continues in 2022.
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We need your help! 

Thus far in 2022, 652 people have been killed in car 
crashes in Virginia, according to the Traffic Records 
Electronic Database System.
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NEWS from this week -

Motorcyclist killed in third deadly crash on Iron Bridge Road this 
week, Chesterfield Police investigating

Two other crashes on Iron Bridge Road earlier this week also 
resulted in death. A man was charged today after a deadly crash
on Thursday, Sept. 8, and a cyclist was killed Tuesday night.

“CRASH” not “ACCIDENT”
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Kinetic Energy

Intuitively, doubling our speed 
should double our danger.  

That isn’t the case. Doubling our 
speed quadruples our danger. 
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Seat belts keep occupants in place and reduce 
injuries during a crash. Ejections from vehicles 
are a measure of seat belt use because people 
using seat belts are less likely to be ejected. 

The ejection rate by week for 2019 and 2020 
shows an increase in most of 2020 after week 10, 
when the COVID-19 public health emergency was 
declared. 
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Everyone in a vehicle needs to buckle-up.
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There are three main types of distraction:

• Visual: taking your eyes off the road

• Manual: taking your hands off the wheel

• Cognitive: taking your mind off driving
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Surveys indicate that adults recognize 
distracted driving when it’s someone else… 

but they find excuses for their own risky 
driving behavior.
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“Self-Driving” vehicles will not save us. At least not for a 
VERY long time. 

We all must take responsibility for our actions when on 
the road…even if you are the BEST driver out there, you 
have to be:

• A defensive and attentive driver for those bad drivers 
around you.

• Wear your seatbelt to protect you from other drivers.
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Alcohol-Related Crashes Are STILL a Problem
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We Are Here to Help…For FREE! 

• Newsletter inclusion using graphics, 
contribute articles, etc.

• Website inclusion

• Brochures/Posters

• Invite us to your next event
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THANK YOU!
ben.bruce@drivesmartva.org
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Please follow us on social media


