
This photo taken by Linda Scarborough is just
missing the pot of gold at the end of the beautiful
double rainbow!

Linda submitted this photo to the 2022 VA-SORH
Photo Contest.

Updated COVID-19 Resources

For a compiled list of Virginia Department of Health, Communication, and
External COVID-19 Resources, please visit our website linked below.

Telehealth and the Expiration of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency, with
Kathy Wibberly

COVID-19 Resources

Virginia Mental Health Access Program

The Virginia Mental Health Access Program (VMAP) is a
statewide initiative that helps health care providers take better
care of children and adolescents with mental health conditions
through provider education and increasing access to child

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/podcast/telehealth-apr-2023
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/state-office-of-rural-health/
https://www.facebook.com/VASORH/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/division-of-rural-health/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/


psychiatrist, psychologists, social workers, and care navigators.
 
VMAP Services are for PCPs Only:

Call the VMAP Line and get access to free pediatric
behavioral health consultations with child psychiatrists and
other licensed mental health professionals (like
psychologists and LCSWs), plus care navigation services to
help with resources and referrals for your patients!
Sign up for a VMAP pediatric mental health education
opportunity including the VMAP REACH PPP, where you can earn up to 28.25 CME
Credits through both virtual and in-person trainings! See upcoming dates and learn
more here!

For More Information

The National Broadband Map- Getting Better All the Time

In November the Federal Communications Commission released new broadband maps
providing a snapshot of the state of broadband deployment in the United States. The
maps are designed to be constantly and consistently refined through an iterative process,
and public maps are updated every 2 weeks.

For More Information

Overdose Treatment Now Available Without a Prescription

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced that the makers of Narcan, an
opioid overdose treatment, have the agency’s approval to make the drug widely available
over the counter (OTC). Narcan is the brand name of the drug naloxone, a fast-acting
overdose reversal. Until now, availability varied by state – typically restricted to licensed
health care providers, approved opioid overdose programs, and first responders. This is an
important consideration for rural counties given that research shows that these areas
are nearly three times more likely than metropolitan counties to be a low-dispensing
county for naloxone. 

For More Information

2023 County Health Rankings National Findings Report

The 2023 County Health Rankings & Roadmaps have been
released! This year, the focus is on the connection between
civic health and thriving people and places. Civic health
reflects the opportunities people have to participate in their
communities. It starts in our local communities and is the
cornerstone of our democracy, representing promise, opportunity, belonging and shared
responsibility. Explore your county’s data and learn how civic infrastructure and
participation influence health.

For More Information

https://vmap.org/call-vmap/
http://www.vmap.org/reach
http://www.vmap.org/
https://www.fcc.gov/news-events/notes/2023/03/23/national-broadband-map-getting-better-all-time
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2019/p0806-naloxone.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-over-counter-naloxone-nasal-spray
https://www.facebook.com/CountyHealthRankings/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWs03IqD0tMCmN01Kfzt6xj2OzcWJpzRIpIJNuA_kEUmLUIxBpiMnVgM3GG0ki9BzH4D6EGraekpPrJbVxqTCYOWut6zo5QBEYJCVqHI7wjWFMrm6LQ-4yJGQsYA4V7H681ixOpePVSXlVSL9fT4RlHr-_e3y3rLwcXYppzCxsj3moEpNigtT0WWDLeOYsfDsQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/sites/default/files/media/document/2023 County Health Rankings National Findings Report.pdf


Accepting applications for Student Representatives to the
VRHA Board of Directors

Application Deadline: Friday, May 5, 2023

The VRHA is accepting applications from students who wish to serve
as a representative on the VRHA Board of Directors. Up to five
students will be selected for a one-year appointment. 
 
The VRHA Student Representatives to the Board of Directors are expected to serve as a
communication link between the current leaders of VRHA and the future ones.

Nominations must be submitted via e-mail to:  boconnor@vrha.org 

For More Information

New Recommendations for Elder Care

The National Advisory Committee for Rural Health & Human Services, which advises the
HHS Secretary on rural issues, has released a new policy brief and recommendations on
how to expand the Programs of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly in rural areas.  

For More Information

National Rural EMS & Care
Conference

UWSWVA Impact Awards
NRHA Annual Rural Health

Conference

April 18-20 May 9 May 16-19

To Register To Register To Register

mailto:boconnor@vrha.org
https://vrha.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/VRHA-Student-Application.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/rural-health/resources/nac-policy-brief.pdf
https://nosorh.org/ems/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejpr6unwa40937e1&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.ruralhealth.us/events/event-details?eventId=18


Virginia Department of Health Workforce Incentive Programs

The Commonwealth of Virginia offers several incentive programs to attract health
professionals to Virginia’s underserved areas. These programs not only assist with paying
down outstanding medical education debt but also afford individuals an opportunity to
become part of a community and provide care to deserving populations.

For More Information

National Health Service Corps Scholarship Program

Application Deadline: Thursday, April 27, 2023 

Scholarships for students pursuing eligible primary care health professions training in
exchange for a service commitment in an approved site in a Health Professional Shortage
Area (HPSA).

For More Information

USDA Rural Health and Safety Education Competitive Grants
Program

Application Deadline: Friday, April 28, 2023 

The RHSE program proposals are expected to be community-based outreach education
programs, such as those conducted through Human Science extension outreach that
provide individuals and families with: information as to the value of good health at any age;
information to increase individual or family’s motivation to take more responsibility for their
own health; information regarding rural environmental health issues that directly impact
human health; information about and access to health promotion and educational
activities; and training for volunteers and health services providers concerning health
promotion and health care services for individuals and families in cooperation with state,
local, and community partners.

For More Information

Rural Communities Opioid Response Program- Child and Adolescent Behavioral
Health

Application Deadline: Friday, May 24, 2023

The Rural Communities Opioid Response Program (RCORP) is a multi-year Health
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) initiative aimed at reducing the morbidity
and mortality of substance use disorder (SUD), including opioid use disorder (OUD), in
high-risk rural communities. This notice announces the opportunity to apply for funding

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/incentive-programs/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/incentive-programs/
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/scholarships/how-to-apply
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/rural-health-safety-education-competitive-grants-program


under the RCORP-Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health (RCORP-CABH) program. The
purpose of RCORP-CABH is to establish and expand sustainable behavioral health care
services for children and adolescents aged 5-17 years who live in rural communities, and
to prevent substance misuse

For More Information

HRSA Health Careers Opportunity Program

Application Deadline: Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Rural communities can develop a homegrown health care workforce through this funding
that targets people from economically or educationally disadvantaged
backgrounds. Approximately $13.5 million will fund up to 21 grants for five years. Eligible
applicants include accredited schools of medicine, osteopathic medicine, public health,
dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry, pharmacy, allied health, chiropractic; as well as
public or nonprofit private schools that offer graduate programs in behavioral and mental
health; and public or private nonprofit health or educational entities such as a community
college, technical college, or tribal college. 

For More Information

Integrated Maternal Health Services

Application Deadline: Wednesday, May 24, 2023

The purpose of this program is to foster the development and demonstration of integrated
health services models. The models developed and demonstrated by this program will
support comprehensive care for pregnant and postpartum people who experience health
disparities and have limited access to basic social and health care services. The
overarching goal of the IMHS initiative is to improve maternal health outcomes in the
United States by increasing access to quality, equitable, comprehensive care for pregnant
and postpartum people who experience health disparities and have limited access to basic
social and health care services.

For More Information

Rural Health Care Coordination Program

Application Deadline: Monday, May 26, 2023

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) has announced a funding opportunity
that promotes rural health care services outreach by improving and expanding delivery of
health care services through comprehensive care coordination strategies in rural areas.

Ten successful award recipients will receive up to $300,000 per year over the four-year
project period to:

Expand access to and quality of equitable health care services through care
coordination strategies exclusively in rural areas;
Utilize an innovative evidence-based, promising practice, and/or value-based care
model(s) known or demonstrate strong evidence to improve patient health
outcomes, and the planning and delivery of patient-centered health care services;
Increase collaboration among multi-sector and multidisciplinary network

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=342793
https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/find-funding/HRSA-23-003
https://grants.hrsa.gov/2010/Web2External/Interface/FundingCycle/ExternalView.aspx?fCycleID=791ea3a2-5ca6-4ae5-b7a9-dab4bbc8e5cb


partnerships to address the underlying factors related to social determinants of
health; and
Develop and implement deliberate and sustainable strategies of care coordination
into policies, procedures, staffing, services, and communication systems.

For More Information

Screening and Treatment for Maternal Mental Health and
Substance Disorders

Application Deadline: Friday, June 2, 2023

The purpose of this program is to expand health care providers’ capacity to screen,
assess, treat, and refer pregnant and postpartum people for maternal mental health and
substance use disorders by establishing, improving, and/or maintaining statewide or
regional networks that provide real-time psychiatric consultation, care coordination support
services, and culturally and linguistically appropriate training to maternity care providers
and clinical practices. 

For More Information

USDA Community Connect Grant Program

Application Deadline: Tuesday, June 20, 2023

The Community Connect provides financial assistance to eligible applicants that will
provide broadband service in rural, economically-challenged communities where service
does not exist.

Rural areas that lack any existing broadband speed of at least 25 Mbps downstream and 3
Mbps upstream are eligible.

For More Information

"Like" us on Facebook to receive live updates on Virginia rural
health issues and important messages from our community
partners on your Facebook News Feed.

Visit the VA-SORH Facebook Page

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=346212
https://grants.hrsa.gov/2010/Web2External/Interface/FundingCycle/ExternalView.aspx?fCycleID=8da1ee44-cc77-4538-ac12-d44f272ad733
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/telecommunications-programs/community-connect-grants#overview
https://www.facebook.com/VASORH/


   

https://www.facebook.com/VASORH/
https://twitter.com/VDHJustHealth

