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Purpose

More proactive, more intentional

Longer time-frame than current year-to-year approach.



Goals

• Give structure to the public policy discussions already happening.

• Identify public health problems facing Virginians, incorporate scientific 

evidence, set measurable goals for progress/resolution.

• Expanded and strengthened engagement with stakeholders and partners.

• Ensure consideration of social determinants of health and health equity in 

policy discussions and recommendations.



Outcomes

• Problems identified and fully scoped out

• Stakeholder groups established

• Variety of recommended approaches

• VDH partners will own and champion some of the recommended approaches

• Ultimately, population health outcomes will improve and health equity will 

be advanced in Virginia.



Participation & Interdependencies
• VDH’s internal Policy Analysis Roundtable

• Public Health Academic Advisory Council

• Youngkin Administration priorities

• Center for Community Health Improvement (State Health Assessment / 

State Health Improvement Plan)

• Local Health Directors (and Community Health Assessments / CHIPs)

• Virginia Center for Public Health Informatics

• State Board of Health

• State Health Commissioner and the Commissioner’s Leadership Team

• Local governments

• Key External Stakeholders

• Lobbyists, activists, private and non-profit community health programs, 

health systems, think tanks, research groups, etc.



Process Overview

+ BoH

• RT – Policy Analysis 

Roundtable

• CLT – Commissioner’s 

Leadership Team

• BoH – Board of Health



Policy Statement Template



Policy Statement Template (Problem 

Statement)



Policy Statement Template cont’d.
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Policy Statement Categories

1. Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health

2. Chronic and Complex Populations

3. Health System Costs

4. Health Coverage and Access

5. Payment and Delivery Reform

6. Population Health

7. Prescription Drug Pricing

8. Environmental Health



In-Progress Policy Statements

• Food insecurity’s effects on adverse birth outcomes (Roundtable-Approved)

• Access to telehealth in rural areas (Office of Health Equity)

• Increased exposure to environmental health risks due to housing inequity

• Food insecurity & overweight/obesity; food access programs’ effectiveness with regard to 

nutritious food

• Health & safety protections within migrant and seasonal agricultural worker housing

• Infectious disease surveillance and response in correctional settings (UVA MPP project)

• Funding for comprehensive harm reduction programs

• Rural health workforce shortages & the effect on access to care (VT students)



Questions?

Contact:

Joe Hilbert 

Deputy Commissioner for Governmental and Regulatory Affairs

Joe.Hilbert@vdh.virginia.gov | 804-864-7006

Michael Capps

Sr. Policy Analyst, Governmental and Regulatory Affairs

Michael.Capps@vdh.virginia.gov | 804-864-7190
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