
The remnants of Hurricane Helene are currently impacting Virginia,
causing power outages, with major flooding expected along the New
River. This is an ongoing situation. Follow local weather and news
to keep up to date on local impacts. 

California reports significant growth of HPAI A(H5N1) in dairy herds.

India reports a case of clade Ib mpox. This is the third case detected
outside of Africa.

COVID-19 activity continues declining nationally and locally.

The ongoing Measles outbreak in Minnesota has reached 51 cases.

Israel issued a traveler warning ahead of religious holidays and the
anniversary of the Oct 7 attacks. COVID-19

3%
The likelihood that
COVID-19 activity is growing
in Virginia, according to CDC
models as of Sept. 24, 2024.

HPAI A(H5N1)

238
HPAI A(H5N1) detections in
dairy cattle herds in the 
United States as of Sept. 27.
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Key Figures

Mpox

The number of suspected
mpox cases / deaths reported
in the 15 African Union
Member States from 
Jan 1 to Sept 13, 2024. 

32,010 / 820

Spotlight:
Mideast Conflict

The number of clade Ib mpox
cases reported outside of
Africa as of Sept. 26, 2024.
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Source: PowerOutage.us.

Virginia Power Outages as of 2024-09-27 at 2:01 PM

Virginia Flood Status as of 2024-09-27 at 2:00 PM

Source: NWS.

https://www.weather.gov/media/akq/briefings/LatestBriefing.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/forecast-outbreak-analytics/about/rt-estimates.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://africacdc.org/download/africa-cdc-weekly-event-based-surveillance-report-september-2024/?ind=1727265665843&filename=Africa-CDC-Weekly-Epidemic-Intelligence-23Sep24-.pdf&wpdmdl=18246&refresh=66f5adc887e0b1727376840
https://www.cnn.com/2024/09/25/asia/india-mpox-first-case-1b-hnk-intl/index.html
https://poweroutage.us/area/state/virginia
https://water.noaa.gov/


Seasonal Respiratory Illness
COVID-19 activity continues to decrease. The
emergency department (ED) COVID-19 diagnosis
rate for Virginia fell 24% this week, continuing a
three week declining trend. Nationally, diagnoses
fell 22%. Epidemic models based on diagnoses
forecast a continued ‘declining’ trajectory for the
Commonwealth.
The XEC variant remains rare, but is growing
globally. The variant is a recombination of KS.1.1
and KP.3.3. To date, only California, New Jersey
and Virginia have identified more than ten cases
caused by XEC. But data suggest that XEC has a
growth advantage over its peers, and it has now
been detected in 25 states.
FDA approves self-administered nasal spray
flu vaccine. The AstraZeneca vaccine will be
offered for the 2025-26 flu season. It will be the
first vaccine on the U.S. market that can be
administered without a healthcare professional.
Poll finds only 45% of over-50s expect to take
this year’s COVID-19 vaccine. This figure jumps
to 59% for those over 75 years of age.

Measles
Measles outbreak in Minnesota continues. The
state now reports 59 total cases this year, 51 of
which are associated with an outbreak among K-
12 students in the Twin Cities region. Nationally,
the CDC reported 16 new cases since Sept 1.

Avian Influenza A(H5N1)
California reports doubling of cases among
dairy cattle. The state, which first detected HPAI
A(H5N1) on August 30, has reported 40 unique
detections among dairy herds since then. 

CDC reports on recent wastewater surveillance
efforts. The agency found H5-subtype virus in
nine states. They note that animal sources are
likely the cause for these elevated levels.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
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Ongoing Monitored Situations
Mpox

Clade Ib mpox detected in India. The case was
in a 38-year-old man living in Kerala. The patient
had recently traveled to Dubai but had not visited
any region with endemic clade Ib mpox. An earlier
case in Delhi proved to be clade II mpox. 

 

DR Congo and Burundi continue to account for
most new cases. Reporting 2,948 and 493 new
cases respectively, the two nations represent 97%
of the 3,556 cases reported this week to the Africa
CDC. Liberia recently detected cases of clade II
mpox, but clade Ib mpox endemicity remains
limited to the Congo Basin.
Study finds waning immunity following mpox
vaccination. The preprint study found that serum
antibody levels following two doses of JYNNEOS
vaccine waned significantly in the subsequent 6-12
months. The authors note that boosting may be
necessary in the event of another epidemic. 
CDC issues Health Alert Network update for
travelers to nations with clade I mpox. The alert
focuses on prevention and avoidance strategies.
U.S. pledges one million vaccines and $500
million in funding to combat mpox. The U.S. will
also send personnel to support local efforts.
Mpox surges in L.A. The city reports 52 new
cases last month, double the prior month’s totals.

Epidemic Curve of Clade Ib mpox in Africa

New cases of clade Ib mpox are largely limited to the
nations of DR Congo and Burundi. Data Source: WHO.

Virginia Emergency Department Visits by Viral Illness

ED diagnoses of COVID-19 have consistently
declined over the last few weeks. Data Source: CDC.

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/8/2024/09/ED_Visits_2024-09-20.jpg
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_percent-covid-ed
https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fforecast-outbreak-analytics%2Fabout%2Frt-estimates.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-09-20/xec-what-you-need-to-know-about-new-covid-variant/104377542
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/xec-covid-variant-symptoms-states-what-to-know/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/10/24/astrazeneca-maker-of-flumist-seeks-to-allow-at-home-administration-of-vaccine/
https://www.statnews.com/2024/09/20/fda-approves-at-home-flu-vaccine-nasal-spray/
https://www.eurekalert.org/multimedia/1042744
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/health/mdh-working-contact-tracing-measles-confirmed-mps-public-school-doctors/89-44581d72-7c0c-4424-af03-86f1acee3929
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
https://arstechnica.com/science/2024/09/bird-flu-is-spreading-rapidly-in-california-infected-herds-double-over-weekend/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7337a1.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2024/09/25/asia/india-mpox-first-case-1b-hnk-intl/index.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/india-reports-first-mpox-clade-1b-case-in-kerala-sources20240923175449/
https://africacdc.org/download/africa-cdc-weekly-event-based-surveillance-report-september-2024/?ind=1727265665843&filename=Africa-CDC-Weekly-Epidemic-Intelligence-23Sep24-.pdf&wpdmdl=18246&refresh=66f5adc887e0b1727376840
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.09.10.24313399v1
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2024/han00516.asp
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/09/24/fact-sheet-the-united-states-commitment-to-address-the-global-mpox-outbreak/
https://ktla.com/news/health/mpox-cases-in-l-a-county-on-the-rise-public-health-warns/
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#21_Outbreak_status_and_MPXV_clade_distribution
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/activity-levels.html
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Spotlight
Israel updated warnings for travelers ahead of
Jewish holidays and the first anniversary of the
Oct 7 terrorist attacks. Rosh Hashanah begins Oct
3, followed by Yom Kippur on Oct 12. The U.S. and
Canada recently foiled a planned attack on a NYC
synagogue, planned for Oct 7. 

Pagers and handheld radios exploded across
Lebanon in two waves last week. Thousands were
injured in the attack, overwhelming hospitals and
emergency services, which were also impacted by
the attacks. Communications were affected due to
security fears around mobile phones and other
electronic devices. The attack highlights supply
chain attack risks. 

The U.S. is preparing to evacuate American
citizens as the risk of war between Lebanon and
Israel escalates. The U.S. Embassy in Lebanon
advised U.S. citizens to book any available flight out
of the country, and additional troops have been sent
to the region to support evacuations.

Mideast Conflict

Other News

e

Anti-Islamic Hate Crimes

Anti-Jewish Hate Crimes

According to FBI data, anti-Jewish, anti-Islamic and anti-
Arab hate crimes spiked following the Oct 7 terrorist

attack and response. Incidents remained elevated at the
end of 2023. Advocacy groups claim incidents targeting

these groups remain high. 
Image Source: FBI.

Hurricane Helene hit Florida as a Category 4
storm. The Governor’s Office has declared a state
of emergency in Virginia. Strong winds and heavy
rains from Helene are causing power outages and
floods in Southwest Virginia. 

The FBI has dismantled a network of over
260,000 hacked devices linked to China. This
“botnet,” which had the capability to conduct
targeted cyberattacks on critical US systems,
contained infected devices all over the world,
around 50% of which were located in the US. 

VDH  determined mineral oil caused the odor at
the Wilderness Water Plant. A water pump
failure caused food-grade mineral oil to leak,
resulting in the odor that resulted in the “Do Not
Use” advisory. No public health threats were
identified. 

An East and Gulf Coast port strike appears
imminent. The strike could shut down up to 36
East and Gulf Coast ports, including the Port of
Virginia, on Oct 1. A strike could cause over $1
Billion in economic impacts every two days.

Over 1,000 homes were evacuated due to a
pipeline fire in a Houston suburb. The fire
burned for four days and damaged nearby
properties. The fire was sparked by a vehicle
accident striking an above-ground valve.

Police intervened in a 300-person brawl at the
Kings Dominion amusement park. No weapons
were involved, and the situation was contained
without arrests. This incident, along with smaller
fights at Busch Gardens Williamsburg, has led
both parks to implement chaperone policies for
young visitors.

Two new cases of locally acquired dengue are being investigated in Los Angeles, CA. This
brings the total number of locally acquired cases in Los Angeles County to three in 2024. Locally
acquired dengue is extremely rare in Los Angeles.

https://www.gov.il/en/pages/news_public36
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/pakistani-national-charged-plotting-terrorist-attack-new-york-city-support-isis
https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-hezbollah-pager-explosion-e9493409a0648b846fdcadffdb02d71e
https://www.barrons.com/news/pager-explosions-deal-heavy-blow-to-hezbollah-comms-network-analysts-c46073c4
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pager-attacks-in-lebanon-weaponize-supply-chains-60722390
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pager-attacks-in-lebanon-weaponize-supply-chains-60722390
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/09/19/pager-attacks-supply-chain-warfare-00180136
https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/israels-pager-attack-renews-focus-supply-chains-physical-security
https://www.cnn.com/2024/09/25/politics/us-troops-cyprus/index.html
https://lb.usembassy.gov/alert-u-s-embassy-beirut-lebanon-september-24-2024/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/new-cair-data-shows-anti-muslim-anti-palestinian-hate-remain-elevated-in-first-half-of-2024/
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/summer-hate-white-supremacist-activity-memorial-labor-day
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/summer-hate-white-supremacist-activity-memorial-labor-day
https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/#/pages/explorer/crime/hate-crime
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/refresh/MIATCPAT4+shtml/262042.shtml
https://apnews.com/live/hurricane-helene-tracker-maps-updates
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/EO-37---Declaration-of-a-State-of-Emergency-Due-to-Hurricane-Helene.pdf
https://poweroutage.us/area/state/virginia
https://water.noaa.gov/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/09/18/politics/fbi-chinese-hacking/index.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/14/2024/09/Final_Investigative-Summary_Rapidan-Service-Authority_9.25.24.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/labor-ports-strike-east-gulf-10a92943306c7352a03753f41da15b40
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/amid-looming-strike-port-of-virginia-prepares-to-shut-down-next-week/
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/amid-looming-strike-port-of-virginia-prepares-to-shut-down-next-week/
https://www.mitre.org/sites/default/files/2024-09/PR-24-2477-Potential-Impact-International-Longshoreman-Strike.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/texas-pipeline-fire-f994cc6266bb7be3473010450e270f27
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/halloween-haunt-fight-kings-dominion-sept-22-2024
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/phcommon/public/media/mediapubhpdetail.cfm?prid=4822

